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PREFACE
In high school and college most of my study in the Civil War
period centered in the great battles, generals, political figures,
and national events that marked the American scene between 1861 and
1865.

Because the courses were of a broad survey type, it would

have been presumptuous to expect any special attention to such is
sues as the role of women in the war.

However, a probe of the more

common or personal aspects of the "era of conflict" provides a
deeper insight of the era as well as more knowledge.

For this

reason I have examined the work of the women of New York City dur
ing the Civil War.
In collecting materials for my study, I found little available
on the activity of women during the war.

Even those groups closely

associated wiLh Civil War research have not yet synthesized their
collections relating to women's efforts.

For example, James I.

Robertson, executive director of the U.S. Civil War Centennial Com
mission, answered my query for information by saying that his group
is just now in the process of formulating a booklet commemorating
women's war work.

Enoch Squires, research associate for the New

York State Civil War Centennial Commission, replied that the facets
of Civil War history his organization has investigated do not in
clude the role of New York women in the war.
A thorough review of the files of the New York Daily Times from
1861 to 1864 furnished the bulk of the information about women's
ii

relief efforts.

Diary of a Union Lady 1861-1865, edited by Harold

Hammond and published in 1962, helped me set the stage for New York
women's activity.

The author, Maria Lydig Daly, was the wife of

Judge Charles Daly of New York City.

Mrs. Daly wrote about life in

New York City, the activities of its upper class, _and the impact of
the war on the city.

The diary contains references to the work of

New York women in the war, the Sc.:.nitary Commission, and the cele
brated Sanitary Fair.

iii
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INTRODCCTION

A most interesting chapter of Civil War history is the role
of women in the war.

Frank Moore aptly described the significance

of women's relief work in his introduction to Worn.en of the War:
The story of the war will never be fully or fairly
written if the achievements of women in it are un
told. They do not figure in the official reports;
they are not gazetted for deeds as gallant as ever
were done; the names of thousands are unknown beyond
the neighborhood where they lived, or the hospitals
where they loved to labor; yet there is no feature
in our war more creditable to us as a nation, none
1
from its positive newness so well worthy of record.
The relief efforts of the women of New York City are not an
isolated incident in the life and history of American women.

In

order to better understand their war work, it is important to know
how the women were prepared for this work and what they gained from
it.

The purpose of this paper is to examine the relief work of the

women of New York City in terms of its place in the development of
American women's status.

The three major considerations are (l)what

was women's status before the war and what enabled them to assume a
role in war relief?

(2) what did the women of New York do during

the war? and (3) how did this work affect women's status?

1Frank Moore, Women of the War (Hartford: S. S. Scranton & Co.,
1866), pp. v, vi.
1

PART I
BACKGROUND FOR WOMEN'S ROLE
IN CIVIL WAR RELIEF

CHAPTER I
POSITION OF WOMEN IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY
The two most fundamental forces in American life in the first
half of the nineteenth century were the Industrial Revolution and
the westward movement.

Both had a part in the development of Amer-

ican women's social and economic condition.
The gift of the industrial age to the women of the Northeast
\vas wider employment horizons.

Factories needed cheap mass labor.·

A large, hitherto unexploited reserve of female labor, anxious
either to escape the routine of housework or the dull atmosphere
of rural community life, was available.
of women I s help was right.

What is more, the price

Soon women were working by the thousands

in the ):>rick mill buildings that sprang up beside every creek .c..nd
river throughout New England.
Something of the equalitarian democratic spirit of the western
frontier affected women's status also.

In the frontier settlement,

where women faced hardships and loneliness equally with men, women
tended to be accepted as social equals.

Alice Tyler, author of

Freedom's Ferment, recorded that "In frontier church and camp meeting and school women took their place with scarcely a comment."

2

Although the Industrial Revoluti on and the westward movement
represented a broadening of opportunities for women, they did not
effect a radical change in women's status.

Traditional concer,ts of

women's place in society were strong and not easily altered.
2

Nost

Alice F. Tyler, Freedom's Ferment (Minneapolis: The University
of Minnesota Press, 1944), p. 424.
3

4
men regarded women as an inferior sex both mentally and morally.
They further believed a woman's place was in the home and her only
function in life should be the rearing of children.

As a result,

women's education, employment opportunities, and legal rights were
restricted.
Education
Actually no educational standards existed for women in the
first half of the nineteenth century.

Daughters of wealthy families

attended "charm schools," where they were taught reading, writing,
rudimentary arithmetic, embroiderying, and enough music "to sing or
3
play pretty little airs to entertain company."

The field of higher

education, however, was largely out of bounds for a woman.
Some attempts were made between 1800 and the Civil War to
broaden women's educational opportunities.

Emma Willard founded

Troy Female Seminary in 1821 to train women teachers.

The curriculum

offered courses in mathematics, history, geography, and physics.
Oberlin College became a coeducational institution in 1833.

The

College's curriculum for women, however, did not constitute a real
step fon,ard in women's professional training.

College officials

felt women's calling was motherhood and had no desire to encourage
neglect of the home by training women for legal, clerical or medical
careers.

4

The most significant advance in women's educ at ion was the founding of Mount Holyoke College in 1837.

For the first time the curri-

3

Agatha Young, The Women and the Crisis (New York: McDowell,
Obolensky, 1959), p. 9.
4

Eleanor Flexner, Century of Struggle (Cambridge: The Belknap
Press, 1959), p. 30.

5
culum for women was on the same level--with the exception of a
foreign languages program--as that of men's colleges.

Prospective

students also had to pass the same rigid examinations as those given
male students elsewhere.

Woman suffrage historian Eleanor Flexner

feels the standards established at Mount Holyoke College prepared
the way for such post-Civil War institutions as Vassar, Smith,
Wellesley, and Bryn Mawr.

5

If a woman did acquire higher education, she still faced the
problem of limited professional opportunity.

Society approved of

teaching careers for women, but medical or theological training was
an entirely different matter.

Alice Tyler comments that the few

women who did break through these professional barriers were �i.lstly
famous.

6

One of the earliest women physicians, Dr. Harriot Hunt, began
her practice in 1835.

In the late 1840's the Blackwell sisters,

Elizabeth and Emily, earned medical degrees.

Antoinette Brown was

the first woman to obtain theological training.

She convinced Ober

lin College officials to admit her as a theological student, and she
graduated in 1850.

At first no church would accept her, for clergy

men believed Scripture frowned on women's participation in church
leadership.
Employment
Nineteenth century women faced the same problem of inequality
in employment as they did in education.
5
6

lbid . , p • 3 6 •

Tyler, p. 431.

By 1850 almost twenty-four

6

per cent of the laborers in industry were women.

The greater share

of theo worked in textile mills or cloching, shoe, and millinery fac
tories.

7

Women I s major problem was poor wages.

It was estimated

tb.at in 1833 a woman earned only one-fourth the wages a man did for
the same job.

In Philadelphia a working woman's wages for a week's

work of about fourteen hours a day were less than a man's wages for
a single day of the same work.

8

Women attempted to improve their working conditions through
organized labor unions, but lack of money, experience, and time prevented their success.

The United Tailon�sses Society of New York

and the Lady Shoe Binders of Lynn, Massachusetts established short
lived and unsuccessful unions in the 1830 1 s.

The only stable women's

union was the Lowell Female Labor Reform Association.

Sarah Bagley,

the first woman trade unionist of note in America, led the Lowell
women from 1845 to 1846.
dred members.

By May, 1845, the union numbered six hun-

Largely under the leadership of Miss Bagley, similar

groups appeared in other factory towns, such as Manchester, Waltham,
Dover, Nashua, and Fall River.
After Miss Bagley's retirement from the labor scene in 1846,
the Feoale Labor Reform Associations lingered only a little longer.
As Eleanor Flexner states, "It was not in the cards for women, alone
and unaided to build their own labor organization. 11

9

Legal Rights
The nineteenth century woman's lack of legal identity was per
haps her greatest burd�n.
7

Flexner, p. 78.

8
_;_ _j_ . , p • 5 3 •

911--.'
�-, p • 60 •

Legally she was classified as a minor--

7
under her husband's rule if married; the ward of male relatives if
unmarried.

Contemporary jurist David Dudley Field, writing in 1860,

summarized laws relating to married women as follows:
A married woman cannot sue for her services, as all she
earns legally belongs to the husband, whereas his earn
ings belong to himself, and the wife legally has no
interest in them. Where children have property and both
parents are living, the father is the guardian. In case
of the wife's death without a will, the husband is
entitled to all her personal propercy and to a life in
terest in the whole of her real estate to the entire
exclusion of her children, even though this property may
have come to her through a former husband and the child
ren of that marriage still be living. If a husband die
without a will, the widow is entitled to one-third of
the personal property and to a life interest in one-third
only of the real estate. In case a wife be personally
injured, either in reputation by slander, or in body by
accident, compensation must be recovered in the joint
name of herself and her husband, and when recovered it
belongs to him. . • . The facher may by deed or will
appoint a guardian for the minor children, who may thus
be taken entirely away from the jurisdiction of the
mother at his death. 10
Legal reform of women's status came slowly.
first gains in the area of property rights.

Women made their

By 1850 such states as

Indiana, Pennsylvania, New York, California, and Wisconsin granted
11
independent property rights to married women.
Women's educational, economic, and legal status in the first
half of the nineteenth century was therefore far from satisfactory.
The new industrial age and the democratic spirit of the westward
movement had increased women's independence somewhat, but traciicion
still limited any progress to a snail's pace.

However, of greater

significance than status itself was women's attitude.

American women

10
Tyler, p. 426.

11

J. B. McMaster, A History of the People of the United States
(�ew York: D. Appleton and Co., 1913), VIII, 116.

8

became self-conscious of their place in society in the years before
the war and began to recognize the need to improve their position.
Only a few of them dared or cared to assert themselves, but they
were an indefatigable minority, determined to take a back seat to
men no longer.

\

CHAPTER II
THE PREPARATION OF WOMEN FOR THEIR ROLE
IN CIVIL WAR RELIEF
Democratic-Humanitarian Spirit of Period
The time was right for women to begin their agitation for an
improved social, economic, and political position.

We have mentioned

that the two fundamental forces in American history from 1800 to the
Civil War were the Industrial Revolution and the westward movement.
Another major force, probably.derived from the above two, was the
spirit of democratic-humanitarianism which manifested itself in a
series of reform movements that swept America.

Especially strong in

the North, these reform movements attacked privilege and materialism
and stressed freedom and equality.
Andrew Jackson became the synbol of the common man's fight
against privilege.

Jackson's attack on the National Bank appealed

to every prejudice against monopoly, aris�ocracy, and wealth.

Hard

money, simple virtues, and the cor:unon man became the keystones of
political democracy in the age of J�ckson.
Religious reformers, fearing the eff3cts of liberal doctrinal
interpretations, advocated a return to th•2 fundamental principles
of Christian faith.

Great spiritual fervor gripped the evangelical

church groups in New England and upper New York.

Revivals spread

like wildfire, and the area became known as the "burned over district. 11

Utopian, communistic social schemes were popular.
9

Generally

10
founded by men who rebelled against the materialism of the industrial age, these idealistic societies represented an attempt to
recurn to the simple life or morality.
lied under the temperance banner.

Religious groups also ral

From the pulpit clergymen preached

against the evils of drink, and temperance societies spread through
out the Northeast.
Democratic-humanitarian ferment reached a climax in the fight
against slavery.

Antislavery agitation soon assumed the proportions

of a moral crusade.

Resentment of privilege and rebellion against

materialism proved to be minor issues compared to the abolition movement.

As Civil War historian Avery Craven notes, "Gradually the

effort to free the Negro slaves on Southern plantations broughc to
a focus most of the sentiments engendered by all injustice aLd set
the reformer at the task of bringing low the perfect aristocrat:
held these slaves in bondage."

v✓ ho

12

Women's Participation in
Democratic-Humanitarian Movements
To avoid involvement in the debate and democratic-humanitarian
ferment of the era, women would have had to exist in a vacuum.

With-

in reform movements women found many bar::iers to their freedom of
expression removed.

As a result they enthusiastically supported

these movements and willingly helped spread the reform message no
matter how unpopular the cause or violent the opposition.
The doctrines of Transcendentalism and free thought encouraged
talented and able women to express themselves.
12

Indeed, one of the

Avery Craven, The Coming of the Civil War (2nd ed.; Chicago:
The University of Chicago Press, 1957), pp. 12-13.

11
intellectual leaders of the transcendental movement was Margaret
Fuller.

Resentful of the popular feeling that women's minds were

inferior to men's, she demanded that women be accepted intellectually
and advanced professionally without discrimination.
1840's she wrote The Great Law Suit or Han vs. Woman.

Early in the
Republished

in 1845 under the more familiar title Woman in the Nineteenth Cen
tury, it constituted the first significant statement by an American
about the position of women.
The Scotland born Frances Wright, a more radical and flamboyant
character than Margaret Fuller, crusaded for freedom of thought and
belief.

In 1828 she visited the community of New Harmony, Indiana,

and met its founder, Robert Dale OiJen.

The two became close friends

and coproprietors of The Free Enquirer, one of the leading free
thought journals in the nation.

Miss Wright lectured extensively

on such topics as adult education, free schools, temperance, and
woman's rights.
Whereas

�_argaret Fuller and Frances Wright expressed themselves

on many issues and lent verbal support to various reform efforts,
other women interested themselves in reforming specific undemocratic
or inhumane social conditions and probably achieved more lasting
results.

Dorothea Dix, for example, worked untiringly to reform

conditions in penal and mental institutions.

Unaided and unescorted,

she visited and inspected prisons and insane asylums and reported her
findings to the state legislatures.

Her work resulted in the first

prison and hospital reform legislation.

12
Women were also active in the terr:perance crusade.

Its general

lack of popularity throughout the Northeast did not dampen women's
enthusiasm; neither did the outright hostility of temperance leaders.
Women formed Daughters of Temperance societies to support the work
of male temperance groups.
Susan B. Anthony, active in many reform movements and m:)St well
known for her woman suffrage \'vork, joined one of these women's ternperance societies in her home town of Rochester.

In January, 1852,

she attended a convention of all New York temperance societies in
Albany.

When she and her associates attempted to take part in the

meeting, they were informed thac ladies were there to listen, not
to talk.

13

In retaliation Miss Anthony organized the Woman's State

Temperance Associ.ation, which had no affiliation with men's groups.
Whereas leaders of the tempe::ance movement sought to muffle the
voice of women members, the abolicionists generally welcomed women
speakers in their campaigns.

Foremost arn:::mg female abolitionists

were the Grimke sisters, Angelina and Sar:J.h.

They had come north

from South Carolina, where they had had a chance to see the evils
of slavery firsthand.

The sisters pioneered the fight for woman's

right to speak in public and prepared the \vay for other famous
women a_tislavery orators, such as Lucy Stone, Lucretia Mott, and
. hony. 1
Scsan Ant

4

In 1856 the Anti-Slavery Society persuaded Miss Anthony to
direct

2.

number of speaking tours throughout New York state.

Lucy

13
Katherine Anthony, Susan B. Anthony: Her Personal History and
Her Era (New York: Doubleday and Co., 1954), p. 102.
14

Flexner, p. 44.

13

Scone, who in 1848 began her long public speaking career with a leeture on woman's rights in her brother's church, was asked to sturr.p
the New England districts speaking for emancipation.

Few women

equalled her ability to carry on amid hocts, jeers, and even riotous
assault.
It was a common thing for her to face a rain of spitballs
as soon as she stepped before an aucience. Once a hymn
book was flung at her head with such force it almost
stunned her. On another night, in midwinter, icy water
was trained on her from a hose thrust through a window.
Lucy calmly reached for her shawl, wrapped it around her
shoulders, and went on talking. 15
Lucretia Mott, who had already established a name in Quaker
circles for her intellect and independence, played an important
role in founding the first woman's antislavery association, the
Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery Society.

When the World Anti-

Slavery Convention met in London in 1840, Lucretia attended as a
representative of her association.

Convention officials w0'uld not

allow women delegates to join the main group or participate in the
discussion.

Indignant over this treatment, Mrs. Mott afterward met

with Elizabeth Cady Stanton (who Has attending the convention with
her husband) to decide on some type of retaliation.

Eight years

later the women made good their threat by founding the woman's
rights movement.
Participation in democratic-humanitarian movements prior to
the Civil War gave women valuable experience.

As temperance and

abolition crusaders they first won the right to speak in public.
The numerous auxiliary societies they formed to aid the efforts of
15

Constance B. Burnett, Five for Freedom (New York: Abelard
Press, 1953), p. 147.

14
the Anti-Slavery Society taught them lessons in business organization
and propaganda.

When they began to develop a philosophy of their

place in society, women would call upon this training and experience
to create their own reform movement--Homan suffrage.
Woman's Rights Ferment
The woman's rights movement was not an isolated incident in
Aoerican history, but rather a climax to the American woman's in
volvement in and reaction to the democratic-humanitarian spirit of
the times.

Talk of social and economic equality for the common man

and political freedom for the Negro could not help awakening women
to their own state of dependence in society.

The result was that,

at the same time women worked for the cause of others, they became
increasingly interested in their own.
The place of New York state in the woman's rights movement is
significant.

In his history of suffrage in the United States Kirk

Porter referred to New York as the real battlefield of woman suf£rage.

Most of the conventions were held in this state and from

within its borders issued the main streao of propaganda.

Added

Porter, "For some unaccountable reason most of the strong-minded
16
wo men of the country seem to have lived in that state. 11

Those women who had been most active in other democratichumanitarian efforts led the wo11.�,n • s rights movement.

Susan Anthony

and Elizabeth Stanton were the c2�tr�l figures in the movement before
lb'.�irk H. Porter, A History of Suffrage in the United States
(C:-iica�;o: University of Chicago Press, 1918), p. 143.

15
1860.

Katherine Anthony writes of their friendship and teamvork

that "She lSusaE_/ became Mrs. Stanton's legs and Mrs. Stanton became
her pen.

Mrs. Stanton wrote Susan's ideas into speeches, and Susan

went to the front and delivered them.11

17

The year 1848 marked the birth of the woman's rights movement.
At the World Anti-Slavery Convention in London in 1840 Mrs. Stanton
and Lucretia Mott had first discussed the possibility of a woman's
rights convention, but they did not act until 1848, when they held
their first meeting in a Seneca Falls, i.,ew York, church.

The subject

of discussion was "the social, civil, anCi religious condition and
rights of wornan. 11

18

The \-JO!Ylen chose the Declaration o:z Independence as a guide in
writing their own Declaration of Principles.

To their Declaration

they attached a set of resolutions, one of which set the theme for
woman's rights efforts thereaft�r.

"Resolved that it is the duty

of the women of this country to secure =or themselves their sacred
19
right to the elective franchise.11

The first national woman's rights convene ion met at Worcester
in 1850.

More than a thousand men and women from eleven states at-

tended.

In the audience were some of the leading reformers and lib

eral minds of the country.

The abolitionists and temperance people

came, as did two Negroes, the Hicksite Quakers, the Boston Ch.innings,
?O
Wendell Phillips, an Alcott, ::nd R.'.llph Waldo Emerson. 17

Anthony, p. 118.

18

19
20

Tyler, p. 453.

Burnett, p. 64.

National American Woman Suffra c:2 Association, Victory, How
Women Won It (New York: The H. W. Wilson Co., 1 9 40), pp. 37 -38.

16
:hth each passing year the principles and ideas of woman's
�:ghts took on more form and unity. Soon a regular philosophy of
woman's rights evolved.

The call to the national convention of 1854,

for example, invited:
...all who believed in fair day's wages for fair day's
work; in equal right of children in the community to all
public education; in the right" of human beings to deter
and all who be
mine their own sphere of action;
lieved in the right of adult Americans to have a voice
in directing the government whose laws they must obey. 21
Lack of effective weapons hindered women most in their campaign.
Without the vote they had no way to secure reform legislation.
an alternative, they began to petition state legislatures.

As

From 1854

to 1860 Susan Anthony and Mrs. St2.nton worked ti relessly bringing
pressure to bear in the New York legislature. Their objective was
the amendment of the woman's property rights bill of 1848.
With a handpicked force of sixty worr:en, one from every county,
Miss Anthony canvassed New York in 1854 for petition sigr.a�ures.
Armed with the petitions, Mrs. St2nton appeared before the Joint
Judiciary Committee. The bill failec to pass that year, but in 1860
Mrs. Stanton's speech and Susan's pa,: iec1.t toil met with success.

The

legislature passed an amendment which provided that a married woman
could (1) control her .own earnings, 0) s..ie and be sued, (3) make
contracts and go into business, and (4) h1ve joint guardianship of

22

her children with her husband.

The student today cannot really appreciate the American woman's
crusade for equal social, economic, and political rights. The whole

2

�cMaster, VIII, 129.

2?
-Anthony, p.146.

17
absorption of women in the democr.1tic-hurranitarian spirit of the pre
Civil \far period will seem a kine of tilting at windmills unless one
puts women's activity in its proper historical context.

One of the

studies on woman suffrage in the United States put it this way:
these women were a s□�ll �inority starting out to
upset the established law :.rnd custom of a settled, not
to say hidebound, portion of the U�ited States. They
were agitating chiefly in Ne�•.' England, New York and
Pennsylvania. They were ac:U,cking property laws, which
were sacred then as now. They were demanding the ex
tension of education, which costs �oney. In a society
which prided itself on conforming to scriptural models,
they were challenging the rule of biblical beliefs in
sofar as they referred to the proper place of woman. 23
By 1860, however, women had made a dent in tradition.

They had

made men aware of them as a social force; they had earned the respect
of many reformers through their tireless and enthusiastic

support of

reform movements; and they were ready to assume a dominant role in
Civil War relief work.

? ·)

--'National American Woman Suffrage Association, p. 42.

PART II

NATURE OF RELIEF WORK OF WOMEN
OF NEW YORK CITY

CHAPTER III
NEW YORK SETTING
New York City in 1861
In 1861 New York City was busy adjusting economically, socially,
and politically to the new ways and demands of the modern industrial
world.

A national and international market, the center of experi

ments in steam navigation, a fast-growing banking and insurance
world, the melting pot of Old World intellectuals and labor elements,
the home of a philanthropic merchant class--this was New York City.
Geographic location contributed to the rise of the port of New
York.

A magnificent harbor linked New York to the fresh water of

the Hudson River and the quiet waters of the Sound.

The Hudson was

a road into the northern interior, and the Erie Canal reached west
ward to tie New York to the Great Lakes.
The size and nature of New York's population added to her posi
tion as a cultural and intellectual center.

In 1820 the city's pop

ulation had been 123,706. By 1861 this figure had increased to
nearly 800,000.
growth.

24

Immigration was largely responsible for this rapid

As wave after wave of irmnigrants landed, many settled in

the city rather than move westward.

The assimilation of these for

eign elements into the populace broadened New York's social environ
ment and gave it its cosmopolitan quality. Prominent intellectuals
from all over the world were also attracted to New York, and many
who came as visitors remained to live there.
24

Harold E. Hammond (ed.), Diary of a Union Lady 1861-1865 (New
York: Funk and Wagnalls Co., Inc., 1962), p. xlvi.
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As industry and population grew, real estate became big business
in New York.

By 1860 wharves and piers occupied more and more of the

Manhattan shoreline, and realtors began to recognize the potential of
the "wildernesses" of the early 1800's.

Columbia University trus

tees, aware of the urban trend, moved the campus farther out to Forty
ninth Street.

City officials, already interested in urban renewal,

drew up plans for a city park which would stretch from Fifty-ninth
Street to 110th Street and would cover an area occupied by five thou
sand squatters living in anything from "barns, stables, piggeries and

25
bone factories" to delapidated farm houses,

The projects of merchant philanthropists were in evidence in
New York by 1861.

Wealthy businessmen had built three cultural cen

ters--Cooper Union, the Academy of Music, and Astor Library--which
opened to the public in 1854.

These institutions afforded cultivated

New Yorkers the opportunity to attend lecture-s, listen to opera, or
borrow books.
In the political sphere the Democratic party dominated.

George

Opdyke won the .election for mayor in 1861, defeating the Copperhead
faction led by former mayor Fernando Wood.

The same year construc

tion began on the County Court House in City Hall Park.

Because the

Tweed Ring reaped an estimated eight million dollars in graft from
this project, the building became better known as the Tweed Court
House.
New Yorkers' Reaction to War
When it received the news of war, New York responded patrioti
cally.
25

Flagp. floated._fro� ev�ry public building, ?nd. mer�hants dis�.
Ibid.
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played patriotic emblems on the front of their shops.

Women created

the Union bonnet, a hat composed of alternate layers of red, white,
and blue.material with streamers of red ribbon.
The first militia group to organize in New York City, the Sev
enth Regiment, was also the best known, probably because most of its
members were the sons of wealthy and aristocratic families.

On

April 19 the 1,050 men of the Seventh and their commander, Colonel
Marshall Lefferts, left for Washington amid much celebration and
ceremony.
On April 20, 1861, a quarter of a million people gathered in
Union Square to demonstrate their support of President Lincoln's
call to arms.

They constituted the largest mass demonstration ever

staged in the city up to that time.
An outgrowth of this mass meeting was the Union Defense Commit
tee, which was formally organized on April 22, 1861.

Under the

26
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leadership of John A. Dix
the Committee
and later Hamilton Fish,
raised over a million dollars for the war effort.
ganized and drilled volunteer troops.

In addition it or-

By the end of 1861 it had put

sixty-six New York regiments in the field.

The Committee's careless

management of its finances created much scandal and led to its dis
solution in 1862.

But before it ceased to function, it contributed

a vast sum of money for the care of widows and orphans of New York
volunteers.

28

26

Dix was a veteran politician (U.S. Senator from 1845 to 1849
and Buchanan's Secretary of the Treasury early in 1861) and staunch
Democrat who was named commander of the Department of the East by the
War Department in July, 1863.
27Whig governor of New York from 1849 to 1850 and U.S. Senator

from 1851 to 1857, Fish served as a Federal commissioner for the relief
of prisoners during the war and later as Grant's Secretary of State.
28
Hammond, p. 30.
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This then was New York in 1861--prosperous, philanthropic, and
patriotic.

What its women were doing in 1861 and throughout the

course of the Civil War is the subject of the following chapters.

CHAPTER IV
ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN'S CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF RELIEF
Nature of Women's Aid Societies
A war fought in what has been called the "housewife's front
yard" could not very well be ignored by women.

Thus, when they

turned away from the railroad station where they had just seen
their husbands or sons off to war, they were not content to return
home and do nothing but wait.

No proclamation summoned the women

of the North to their relief work.

They merely sat down in their

29
parlors, churches, or town halls and began to pack food, pick lint,
and sew bandages for the men in camp.

Their work would end in the

greatest organized relief effort known to that time and would estab
lish a pattern of war relief for future generations to follow.
Lincoln called up the states' militia on April 15, 1861.

That

very day the women of Bridgeport, Connecticut, organized the first
ladies' aid society.

'The women agreed to meet every day to sew for

their boys, to consider means of providing them with food, clothing,
and books, to channel communication between the front and the home
town, and to keep a record of each volunteer who left their area.

3O

By the time the war ended, about ten thousand such societies flour29

Lint was used during the Civil War as a dressing for wounds.
Women made lint by scraping pieces of linen and forming the fine
ravelings into a soft, fleecy substance. Some ladies' groups used
machines to scrape the linen and form the lint.
3O

Marjorie B. Greenbie, Lincoln's Daughters of Mercy (New York:
G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1944), p. 39.
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ished throughout the North,

31

Purely local and short-range in their

aims at first, these groups did not think beyond the needs of their
husbands, sons, or neighbors.
Origin of Relief Societies in New York City
Wealthy or upper middle class women largely supported and
directed relief work in New York City.

They had both time and money

to give to the care and comfort of enlisted sons and brothers.

Women

who had gained prominence in a profession or through work in a reform
movement were also very active in relief efforts.
Society leaders may have directed and organized relief work,
but from the outset the average housewife or working woman was equal
ly interested in doing her share.

One woman, who referred to herself

as "Nightingale," wrote the editor of the New York Daily Times asking
"What can Women Do?"
I am but a woman, and, during these war times • . . should
be satisfied to stay at home, and take care of the babies.
But still, is there nothing for a woman to do--is there
nothing she can do more than this? . . . cannot some of
us volunteer--not to shoulder a musket--but to nurse the
sick, bind up the wounded, and render all those little
attentions and mercies which a woman loves to do? Please
call attention to us, and we will respond. 32
One of the first aid societies in New York City was a group of
Fourteenth Street ladies who met on April 22, 1861.

The women organ

ized to show their support of the Union cause and to contribute to
the aid and comfort of local troops.

An article in the Times noted

33
the women had chosen to supply the needs of the Second Regiment.
31
Agatha Young, The Women and the Crisis (New York: McDowell,
Obolensky, 1959), p. 67.
32
T.1.mes, April 22, 1861, p. 2, col. 4.

33 .
T 1.mes, April 27, 1861, p. 2, col. 3.
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As women banded together in their efforts, societies and asso
ciations of aid and relief sprang up in every part of New York City.
One attempt to unify these widespread activities was publicized in
the Times under the title, "Work for the Ladies."

There were thou

sands of women in the city eager to contribute aid,said the article,
but something should be done at once to organize their efforts.

Per

haps, it was suggested, small groups of women from churches or city
wards could form larger associations to prepare bandages and other
necessary articles.
The article stated that nursing activity also needed organizaScores of women were ready to serve as nurses, but a central,

tion.

authorized group to make arrangements with hospitals in Washington
and money to defray nurses' expenses were needed.

The article ad

vised citizens to begin campaigning for funds without waiting for a
formal organization of a nurses' corps.
The preparation of lint and bandages required innnediate atten
tion, but the article cautioned ladies to learn the official bandage
sizes and types before they began working on this project.

Women

were promised financial support for their relief efforts.

"There

can be no reasonable doubt that funds in abundance will be promptly
provided to supply material. 11

34

Finally, the article invited anyone interested in discussing
these problems to a meeting at the residence of Mrs. Raymond

35

on

Ninth Street.
T.
, April 22, 1861, p. 4, col. 5.
�
35
Mrs. Raymond was the wife of Henry J. Raymond, editor of the
Times.
34
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Two to three hundred women attended the meeting at the Raymond
home.

Two local doctors were present to explain the proper method

of preparing bandages.

The group formed an association to supervise

the purchasing of materials and the distribution of supplies to any

36
.
needy regiment.

Two other notices of ladies' aid activities appeared in the
Times during May, 1861.

The Ladies' Union Association, which met

daily at the Society Library, publicly acknowledged the receipt of
the following donations:
Already acknowledged
Mrs. Maria M. Livingston
Primary Dept. of School No. 40, 18th Ward
"A Friend"
"A Lady"
"A Little Girl"
Mrs. Bacon

$681.50
10.00
6.75
20.00
20.00
1.00
25.00
$764.25

The ladies had used the entire amount to purchase materials and they
II

37
· . d add.itiona
·
•
.
respectfu 11y II so
1 contri· butions.
1 icite

The second item concerned the Ladies' Army Aid Association,
which met in the Trustees' Room of the Astor Library.

This group

had collected fourteen boxes of goods during its two-week existence.
It welcomed any donations and acknowledged the gifts of sewing ma
chines from Wheeler & Wilson and Singer.

38

Early Supply Mistakes
The zeal of these New York aid societies, like similar women's
groups elsewhere in the North, was not always matched by common sense.
36

T.imes, April 23, 1861, p. 8, col. 4.

37 .
T imes, May 3, 1861, p. 8, col. 5.
38
T.imes, May 19, 1861, p. 8, col. 4.
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The food packages they sent soldiers were especially impractical.
Baggage cars were flooded with crates and barrels containing jars
of jelly, fresh eggs packed in oats, butter wrapped in damp leaves,
pies, cakes, sauerkraut, and even fried chicken.

Since eggs and

jelly jars are very fragile, fried chicken spoils easily, and heat
makes butter melt, the goods arrived at camp either broken, decayed,
or 1eak.ing.39
Women also tended to forget the shape of the male torso when
they made clothes for the soldiers.
ficial remarked, "Most of our ladies

A U.S. Sanitary Commission of• have so magnified our

soldiers in their hearts that the shirts and drawers they send us
would fit Anakims, and when found in future ages . . • people will
40
say, 'There were giants in those days.'"

He advised women to use

their husbands as patterns.
The societies' most ludicrous mistake was the headdress called
a havelock, which they thought would protect their boys against the
"tropical" Virginia sun.

The havelock was a cap with a piece of

shoulder-length white linen stitched to the back and sides.

Soldiers

dubbed it "the white nightcap" and draped it around their heads in
every possible manner.
41
a cleaning rag.

The havelock's final fate was to be used as

These mistakes on the part of women's societies prompted the New
York Medical Association to offer its assistance in directing and
391ouisa May Alcott, Hospital Sketches (Cambridge: The Belknap
Press, 1960), p. xix.

40
william Q. Maxwell, Lincoln's Fifth Wheel: The Political
History of the United States Sanitary Commission (New York: Longmans,
Green & Co., 1956), p. 80.
41 Young, p. 70.
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channeling relief efforts.

In an article in the Times the Associa

tion proposed to receive and distribute supplies on behalf of ladies'
aid groups.

It also listed the types of medical supplies which gov

ernment officials had approved for army use.4

2

Meeting at the New York Women's Infirmary
On April 25, 1861, just six days after Colonel Leffert's regi
ment had left, the first step was taken to bring together the diver
sified aid societies.

The New York Women's Infirmary, established

by the sisters Elizabeth and Emily Blackwell in 1853, was the site
of this significant meeting.

Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell had called to

gether the managers of the Infirmary to discuss the need for women
nurses in the war.· She had not intended to open the meeting to the
public, but editor Raymond of the Times put a notice of it in his
paper.4

3

As a result the Infirmary was filled to capacity on April 25.
The leaders of New York society--members of families such as the
Roosevelts, Astors, and Schuylers--attended the meeting.

Three gen

erations of women were represented, for example, Mrs. William Cullen
Bryant, Mrs. John Dix, and Louisa Lee Schuyler, great-granddaughter
of Alexan der Hami·1ton.44

Among the men in the audience were The

Reverend Doctor Henry Bellows, a Unitarian minister and fluent
speaker who was at his best when championing a cause or organizing
42T.imes, May 2, 1861, p. 5, col. .
4
43T.
April 23, 1861, p. 8, col. 4.

�.

44Greenb.ie, p. 55.

a movement,

45
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and Dr. Elisha Harris, a New York physician very much

interested in army sanitation.
Address to the Women of New York
At the Infirmary meeting the women drafted a newspaper release
which listed certain objectives for women's war work.
appeared in the Times of April 28, 1861.
aid should be twofold:

46

This address

It stated that women's

to supply lint, bandages, and other goods to

the Army Medical Staff and to provide nursing services.
The address cautioned the reader that exact, official informa
tion about army needs was very important.

It also recommended that

a central committee be established to direct supply activities and
to work with the·official head of tre Army Medical Staff.

This

committee could correspond with similar associations in other parts
of the country and issue press releases to keep women everywhere
informed.

Another essential, stated the article, was a central depot

in New York to which contributions from the several states could be
directed.
The article noted that nursing activities also needed organiza
tion and direction.

"The public mind needs much enlightenment, and

the overflowing zeal and sympathy of the women of the nation, a
careful channel, not only to prevent waste of time and effort, but
to save embarrassment to the official staff, and to secure real ef
ficiency in the service. 11

47

It was suggested that a central agency

be created to examine and place all nursing candidates.
45

Young, p.

46

7 3.

For complete text of address see Appendix I.

47

.
T 1.mes, April 28, 1861, p. 8, col. 6.
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The address closed by inviting the "omen of New York City to a
meeting on April 29 at Cooper Union to discuss a plan for organizing
all New York relief societies under one head.
Numerous societies, working without concert, organization
or head,--without any direct understanding with the offi
cial authorities,--without any positive instructions as
to the immediate or future wants of the Army,--are liable
to waste their enthusiasm in disproportionate efforts,
to overlook some claims and overdo others, while they
give unnecessary trouble in official quarters by the
variety arid irregularity of their proffers of help or
their inquiries for guidance. 48
Ninety-one women--most of them prominent, many of them wealthy-
had signed this address, which was the foundation of one of the most
influential relief associations in New York state and the North.
Agatha Young, author of The Women and the Crisis, calls the document
49
"a milestone in the long history of philanthropic effort."
Founding of Women's Central Association of Relief
50

Two thousand women

met at Cooper Union on April 29.

Hannibal

Hamlin, Vice-President of the United States, opened the meeting.
Dudley D. Field

51

presided, and speeches were made by Surgeon Craw

ford of Fort Sumter and such prominent men as Dr. Valentine Mott and
the Reverend Doctors Parker, Hitchcock, and Bethune.
In two resolutions the women stated the purpose and structure
of their new organization, the Women's Central Association of Relief.
48Ibid.
49

Young, p. 73.

so Young

(p. 76) cites the number as three to four thousand and
Greenbie (p. 6 5) sets it at four thousand. The Times (April 30, 186 1 ,
p. 8, col. 1) is the source for the two thousand figure.
51

Field was a distinguished New York lawyer.
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Resolved, That it is highly expedient to concentrate and
methodize the spontaneous and varied efforts now making
by the women of New York in behalf of the sick and wounded
of the approaching campaign, the better to secure propor
tion, economy and efficiency in their benevolent labors.
Resolved, That to accomplish this end it is desirable to
form a "Women's Central Association of Relief;" and that
a Committee of three ladies and three gentlemen be ap
pointed by the Chair, to report a plan of organization
to this meeting.
52
Custom still demanded that men serve as the directors of such
an organization, but women headed the three working committees--exe
cutive, registration, and finance--which administered the organiza
tion's program.

Dr. Valentine Mott accepted the presidency of the

Board of Managers.

Mrs. Hamilton Fish directed the fund-raising

efforts of the finance committee.

Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell super

vised the registration committee, which daily interviewed and exam
ined nursing candidates and selected those best suited for army
nursing and hospital training.

Louisa Schuyler headed the executive

committee, which-collected supplies from the member aid societies.
The task of supply collection was especially difficult at the
outset because the government believed it had enough supplies to
meet any demand.

Rumors of a ninety days' war tended to discourage

public support, for people thought the army had "already more lint
53
than would be needed for years."

The executive committee's first

step in organizing supply lines was to establish communication with
sewing societies, churches, and communities in New York.

From the

office of the Women's Central in Cooper Union Miss Schuyler and her

53

April 30, 1861, p. 8, col. 1.

1. P. Brockett and M. C. Vaughan, Woman's Work in the Civil
War (Philadelphia: Zeigler, McCurdy and Co., 1867), p. 529.
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committee "sent out circulars, wrote letters, looked out of the
windows at the passing regiments, and talked about our work, some
times hopefully, sometimes despairingly. 11

54

The centralization of city and state relief efforts was the pri
mary work of the Women's Central at its inception.

Its next objec

tive would be to help create an organized nation-wide relief program.

54

Greenb'1.e, p. 66.

CHAPTER V
ROLE OF WOMEN'S CENTRAL IN FOUNDING
U.S. SANITARY COMMISSION
Reason for Women's Interest in Sanitation
The work of the Women's Central brought it into contact with
government medical units.

Both its attempt to establish an official

relationship with army medical personnel and increasing unofficial
reports from military camps of the incompetence and inexperience of
army supply and medical departments made the Women's Central anxious
to find out what sanitary relief measures the government had ini
tiated.
The Women's Central learned of the disorganized condition of
army relief through its correspondence with women's groups throughout the North.

The bulk of the mail Louisa Schuyler55 received·

from these societies constituted news from soldiers at the front.
Local aid groups pooled their letters from local volunteers and
sent them to Miss Schuyler along with their own opinions or remarks.
The Women's Central was appalled at the picture these letters
presented of army supply and sanitation programs.

It learned, for

instance, that no provision had been made for feeding troops enroute
from home to Washington.

One regiment had had nothing to eat for

thirty-six hours, except some coffee a Cleveland woman had brought
the men when their train stopped there. 56

Once in camp the soldier's

55Her duties also involved those of corresponding secretary for
the Women's Central.
56Greenb'ie, p. 68.
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diet was unsuited to the climate.

Standard army rations of coffee,

beans, and fat salt pork might be all right for active men in cold
weather, but the climate of the South necessitated a diet of fresh
vegetables and fruits.
Army clothing and equipment caused additional problems.

Un

scrupulous millowners profited greatly from the government's haste
in purchasing uniforms.

Much of the clothing they supplied for the

volunteers was made of shoddy (scraps of cloth swept off a shop
floor, which were pounded, rolled, glued, and smoothed to the exter
nal appearance of cloth).

Soldiers' letters home told how these

uniforms would disintegrate after a day's march or rainy weather.
The profiteering in horses was just as bad.

It seemed that every

man who had an old or diseased horse brought it to army headquarters
to sell to the government.

57

Finally, lack of medical inspection and quarantine allowed con
tagious diseases to spread through army camps.

Most camps lacked

facilities to handle the sick or wounded, who were literally piled
in churches, office buildings, or Negro shacks.

When a soldier

died, his relatives usually learned the news from a comrade, for the
government as yet had no adequate method of registering volunteers.
Steps Leading to Creation
of U.S. Sanitary Commission
The sheer weight of evidence in the letters forwarded to the
Women's Central prompted it to investigate army sanitation measures.
The organization had already approached local army officials to find
57

Ibid., p. 69.
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out the exact needs of the troops, but The Reverend Bellows, its
representative, had not made much headway.

The Medical Purveyor of

the Medical Department of New York was an old-time soldier who felt
civilians should not be meddling in military affairs.

He flatly in

formed Bellows that the women's offers of aid were of no practical

58
value to the army.

Bellows would have given up at this point, but the women would
not accept the rebuff.

Instead they decided to go over the head of

the Medical Purveyor to the Surgeon General's Office in Washington.
This time the women did not send Bellows alone.

Dr. Elisha Harris,

Dr. Van Buren from the Board of the Physicians and Surgeons of New
York, and Dr. Jacob Harsen, representing the Lint and Bandage Asso
ciation, accompanied Bellows and gave him support.
On May 15, 1861, the delegation left for Washington.

By the

time they arrived the next day, their purpose had grown fr<f& obtain
ing authorization for women's relief efforts to creating an American
Sanitary Conunission.

Bellows and his associates had decided that it

was just as important to prevent or reduce illness and hardship
among the troops as to care for those already ill or wounded.

The

men also felt a civilian conunission could best supervise such a pro
gram, provided it had enforcement authority.

59

The delegation discussed their plan first with Acting Surgeon
General Wood.

60

Wood felt the government's Medical Department was

58Maxwell, p. 2.

59 Ibid.,

pp. 5-6.

60
surgeon General Lawson, who had been in the service for forty
eight years, had died May 15, 1861. Wood was filling his job until
a successor could be appointed.
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equal to the task and needed no outside help.

However, the men per

sisted and finally persuaded Wood to write the Secretary of War en
d orsing in principle the plan for a Sanitary Commission.

Wood, who

hoped to succeed to the vacant post of Surgeon General, was not yet
o fficially appointed, so actually he did not have the authority to
grant anything more than his tentative approval.
Next the delegation themselves wrote to the Secretary of War.
Emphasizing the fact that "the present is essentially a people's war,"
the men claimed that organized popular participation in relief meas
ures

was justified.

The government made no provisions to sustain

the soldier's health, but only to care for his sickness.

A Sanitary

Commission endowed with the proper authority could introduce a whole

61
new concept in battlefield relief--preventive care.

During the debate with government officials over the merits of
this plan, Bellows sent periodic reports to the Women's Central to
keep it informed of each step taken by his group.

At times the men's

patience wore thin because of the argument and suspicion they en
countered.

The President's feeling that a Sanitary Commission might

prove a "fifth wheel to the coach" especially discouraged them.

62

In her war memoirs Mary Livermore wrote that the delegation would
have probably retreated before the rebuffs and hinderances "but for

63

the zeal, intelligence and earnestness" of the women back home.

In the meantime the government appointed a new Surgeon General.
Dr. Clement A. Finley had received the appointment instead of Wood.
61Young, pp. 78-79.
62
Maxwe 11, p. 8.
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Mary A. Livermore, My Story of the War (Hartford: A. D.
Worthington and Co., 1889), p. 124.
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A sixty-four year old military man, Finley cared neither for reforms
in Army medicine nor for civilian interference in Army matters.
promptly informed the Secretary of War that he could not endorse
Wood's tentative approval of the plan for a Sanitary Commission.

He
64

The delegation kept up its pressure, however, and thereby se
cured a compromise satisfactory to neither side.

Finley remained

convinced that a·sanitary Commission was superfluous; Bellows' com
mittee regretted the new Commission's lack of authority.

The govern

ment gave the Commission merely the authority to inspect and advise.
Furthermore, it allowed the Commission to work only among volunteer,
not regular Army, troops.

65

On June 9, 18 6 1, the Secretary of War issued a sanctioning order
officially creating the United States Sanitary Commission.

The mem

bers of the Commission elected Bellows president and George Temple
ton Strong treasurer.

A short time later Frederick Olmsted

a member of the Commission and its secretary.

66

became

The plan of organiza

t ion signed by the President on June 12 created two committees within
the Commission, one for inquiry and one for advice.

67

Nature of Commission's Work
The United States Sanitary Commission linked the work of North
ern aid societies with the government's medical program.

To cement

its tie with civilian efforts, the Commission established regional
64
65

Young, p. 79.

Maxwell, p. 8.
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Olmsted was a landscape architect, but is best known today for
his books (185 6 and 18 61) on the pre-war South.
67

Maxwell, pp. 8-10.
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headquarters throughout the North, which served as depots for the
contributions of relief societies.

The Women's Central office was

one such supply center.
The Commission's committee of inquiry, according to an editorial
in the Times, appraised the real conditions and wants of the troops.

68

Commission agents gained knowledge of the soldier's needs by consult-

69
ing army officers, surgeons, chaplains, and the men themselves.

The Commission incorporated this information into its reports to the
public and suggestions to military authorities.

The Times claimed

the Commission's recommendations were significant and valid because
it treated all questions "from. the highest ground, with the newest
light of science, and the latest teachings of experience in the great
continental wars.11

70

The committee of advice executed the plans or changes suggested
by the committee of inquiry after it cleared them with the government
and the army's medical bureau.

In additi:m, the committee of advice

attempted to secure uniformity of state and local relief activities,
devised schemes of supply collection and distribution, solicited dona
tions from state treasuries or private benefactors, and organized
of the genera1 publ"
ic.
.
the haphazard contri"butions
68 .
T imes, June 25, 1861, p. 4, col. 4.
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69
Marjorie Greenbie (pp. 10 9-110 ) lists the following duties of
the Commission agent. His main task was reporting the location of
each camp, the training and qualifications not only of the surgeons,
but of the captains and lieutenants, and the condition of food, water,
equipment, etc. In addition he would note any evidence of profiteer
ing in food or clothing. The agent saw that each camp received its
quota of tents, equipment, clothing, food supplies, and medicine.
Each week he reported to headquarters.
70

T.imes, June.25, 1861, p. 4, col. 4.
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Ibid.
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An article in the Atlantic Monthly of February, 1865, divided
the activities of the Sanitary Commission into five major functions:
prevention of suffering, Special Relief Department, Hospital Direc
t ory, assistance to stationary hospitals, and battlefield operations.
Keeping the soldier safe from illness and disease was the Com
mission's major task.

The Special Relief Department supervised a

system of homes and lodges for needy soldiers and administered the
payment of back pay, pensions, and bounties.

The Hospital Directory-

considered by the author of the article to be the most interesting
function--kept an up-to-da'te listing of all the sick and wounded men
in regular hospitals.

Between October, 1862, and July, 1864, it

recorded seven hundred thousand names.

The fourth function, assis

tance to regular hospitals, involved furnishing supplies requisitioned
by hospital surgeons.
The final area of Conunission work, battlefield relief, interested
the public most because it evinced the tie between civilian relief
effort and the soldier.
of front-line operations.

The author praised the Commission's system
It planned and executed its activities

well, and its agents were always on the field during an engagement
with ambulances, supply wagons, anesthetics, and surgical instruments.

72

Mary Livermore, in My Story of the War, indicated the extent of
the Conunission's supply distribution during various military cam
paigns.

At the battle of Antietam, for example, the articles distri

buted included nearly 29,000 dry goods items (such as shirts, towels,
72
G. Reynolds, "A Fortnight with the Sanitary," Atlantic Monthly,
XV (February, 1865), 234.

40
and pillows), thirty barrels of lint and bandages, over 2,500 pounds
of condensed milk, and 5,000 pounds of beefstock and canned meats.
Distributions made at the battle of Shiloh amounted to over 11,000

73
shirts, 3,600 pairs of socks, and nearly 3,000 bedsacks.
Scope and Significance of Commission's Work

During the war the Sanitary Commission spent nearly fifty million dollars.

74 The supply of food alone was a major business oper-

ation, for the Commission furnished an estimated 4,500,000 meals to

75
sick and wounded soldiers.

Actually the Commission became involved

in almost every phase of war activity except matters of military
strategy and actual combat.
It must not be forgotten that the heart of the Sanitary Commission was women's societies.

Some seven thousand women's groups

throughout the North and West became voluntary subsidiaries of the
76
Comm1.ss1.on.
.
.

Women like Mary Livermore of Chicago and Louisa Schuy-

ler of New York worked closely with Bellows and secretary Olmsted.
In essence the Commission was the great national channel through
which women worked with the government in caring for the soldier.

77

Allan Nevins summarized the significance of the Sanitary Com
mission by describing it as "the forerunner, and to some extent the
731.
1.vermore, pp. 132-133.

74Flexner, p. 107.

75

H. A. Bruce, Women in the Making of America (Boston: Little,
Brown and Co., 1912), p. 192.
76Flexner, p. 107.
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parent, of the American Red Cross.

Its :i.nfluence for the betterment

of hospitals, nursing, and medical and surgical practice was felt
long after the war ended."

78 Maxwell, p. viii.
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CHAPTER VI
FUNCTION OF WOMEN'S CENTRAL AS SUPPLY DEPOT
Regional Scope of Its Administration
One of the first acts of the U.S. Sanitary Corranission was to
establish regional headquarters in the large cities of the North to
which women's groups could send their contributions and from which
supplies could be distributed.

This act transformed local, indepen

dent effort into a vast national network of supply.

The Women's

Central voluntarily became a branch of the Corranission and served from
the f_irst as a major supply depot.
Since one of the original purposes of the Women's Central had
been to unite the aid groups of New York City and the surrounding
"

.

area, it was already familiar with the problems of large-scale supply administration.

Some indication of the geographical extent of

its responsibility was given by an article in• the Times listing some
of the groups forwarding supplies to the Women's Central.
Troy, New York
Ladies of Bainbridge, Chenango County, N. Y.
Ladies of St. Peter's Church; Westchester
Northampton, N. Y.
Ladies of Oyster Bay, N. Y.
All Soul's Church
Seneca County
Union Defence Connnittee
Washington Street, Boston
Ladies' Relief Associ�tion, Orange, New Jersey
Newport, Rhode Island
79
Ladies of First Congregational Church, New London, Conn.
79 .
T 1.mes, September 23, 1861, p. 2, col. 6. ·
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Appeals for Supplies
The Women's Central had a hard time maintaining a steady flow
of supplies.

Immediately following a battle great quantities of

clothing and mate;ial poured into headquarte�s, but during the lull
between battles supplies dwindled to a trickle.
Aid societies contributed most of the supplies, but individuals
donated a1so.

Mrs. Char1es P. Daly

Women's Central office.

80

'
brought many items
to the

Her diary contains several references to

her c�llection of old shirts, sheets, towels, and linens, which she
mended and cleaned before 1onating.

In an entry of May

18, 1862,

Mrs. Daly reported, "I've collected together some 4 0 shirts, and
some dozen sheets, vests, drawers, quilts, etc.11

81

A few days before the battle of Bull Run (July 21,

186 1 )

the

Women's Central asked the Times to issue an appeal to the women of
New York to increase their collection efforts.

The editorial, en

titled "Patriotic Work for Women," urged women to help supply the
imperative wants of the army "without a day's delay."

The. article

was directed especially to "thousands of true women in the palaces
of wealth and luxury in this city, literally dying of idleness."
80

Mrs. Daly is not so important here for her philanthropy as for
her account of life in New York City during the war. A portion of
her diary, which she began in 1861 when she was thirty-seven years.
old, has been edited by Harold Hammond and published in 1962 under
the title Diary of a Union Lady 1 861-1865. The daughter of a wealthy
and socially prominent Dutch family, Maria Lydig Daly was the wife
of Charles P. Daly, a son of Irish immigrants who had become a jus
tice of the Court of Common Pleas in New York. Mrs. Daly and her
husband were firm Democrats and ardent Unionists. Her diary is sig
nificant because she conmented on various aspects of the Civil War
as seen from New York and on many of women's activities in New York
City.
81
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Their contributions should not be sporadic in� nature, but � should
constitute a steaay and constant stream.

In closing the editorial

advised, "What thou doest, however, do quickly.11

82

In addition to publicizing the work of the Women's Central and
its need for supplies, the Times and other New York newspapers col
lected money from their staffs for the organization.

For example,

the Women's Central acknowledged the following donations for the
weeks ending June 8, 1861, and June 15, 1 861:

from the Courier and

Enquirer, $3 8.75; Evening Post, $6.96; New York Sun, $15.75; World,
$47.40; and Tribune, $42 .96.

83

To sustain an even flow of goods the Women's Central asked its
auxiliaries to send a monthly box of supplies.

This routine helped

systematize the collection efforts of the sub-societies and at the
same time gave the Women's Central a �onstant,. dependable source of
The New York group also encouraged the "federal principle"

supply.

of supply distribution, whereby s�pplies were ·passed on to any
northern troop that needed them, not just to one's relatives or cer84
. favored regiments.
.
tain

The Women's Central sponsored a total of 369 lectures at Cooper

.
Commission.
· ·
·
Union
on the sub'Ject of the S anitary

85

George Templeton

Strong, a prominent New Yorker and treasurer of the Sanitary CoIIDllis
sion, mentioned one of these lectures (held on December 11, 1862 ) in
his diary.

Mayor Opdyke presided and The Reverend Bellows spoke.

.
July 17, 1861, p. 4, col. 5.
Times,
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T.imes, June 17, 1 861, p. 8, col.

Brockett, p. 531.
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Bellows outlined the purposes and methods of the Sartitary Conunission
and stressed the Commission's relation to government on the one hand
and popular effort on the other.

Strong's final comment about the

meeting was that it had been more successful than he had expected.

86

Administrative Innovations
As the work of the Women's Central expanded during the war
years, the formal structure and operation of the organization was
enlarged.and adapted.

In February, 1863, for instance, the Women's

Centrat adopted the plan of "Associate Managers."

This plan in

volved the division of the territory administered by the Women's
Central into sections headed by associate managers.
directed the work of each aid society in her section.

The manager
In addition,

she forwarded to.the central correspo�dence c�nnnittee every month an
official report on the activity of her section.

87

In the spring of 1863, when Grant was preparing for the siege
of Vicksburg, the Women's Central took a big step toward solving its
supply problem.

Lack of clothing and foodstuffs had continually

hindered the work of the organization and its societies.

Retail

prices had gone up considerably, with the result that subordinate
aid societies were able to purchase fewer materials.

In an attempt

to solve this problem, the Women's Central took over the purchasing
responsibility for all its aid societies.

By buying in large quan

tities, it could get material at wholesale prices, which the local
aid societies could afford.

88

86Allan Nevins and M. H. Thomas (eds.), 1The Diary of George
Templeton Strong (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1952),III, 277.
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Prices of goods maintained a steady upward rise, how.ever, and
soon the purchasing scheme had to be revised.

This time the Women's

Central proposed to double the amount of any sum (not exceeding thir-·
ty dollars per month) raised by the aid societies toward the purchase
of goods.

Any society, then, which sent in twenty dollars received

forty dollars worth of goods in return.

So successful was this new

scheme that the Purchasing Committee had to get a new set of books
and hire a salaried accountant.

The Sanitary Commission agreed to

defray the cost of this added expense, which L. P. Brockett, author
of Woman's Work in the Civil War, claimed amounted to over five thousand dollars every month.

89

Financing the Sanitary Commission
The Sanitary CommissiGn had been established under the author
ity, but not at the expense, of the government.

Since the Commis

sion's -work was of 'big business" proportions, its expenses ran into
large figures.

The difficult task of financing such a project was

another responsibility of women's groups.
By the end of 1863 the financial resources of the Sanitary Com
mission had dipped dangerously low,

An active military year (such

b attles as Vicksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, and Chattanooga)
had taken its toll, and if the course of war in 1864 followed the
same pattern, the Commission needed addit.ional funds immediately.
Thus women's societies had to find a lot of money fast.
swered the challenge with the great Sanitary fairs.
89

Ibid. , p. 535.
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'

The idea of a fund-raising fair originated in Chicago, where the
women raised seventy-five thousand dollars.

Cincinnati women staged

the second northern fair, and it netted over two hundred thousand dol-

90
.
. .
1 ars for t h e Sanitary
C ommission.

In both cities women spent

months planning and organizing the multitudinous details of the fair.
Hundreds of committees solicited business support and participation.
According to L. P. Brockett, the planning of these fairs was equalled
91
only by their success.

The Brooklyn Fair
Within the city of New York, the women held two fairs for the
Sanitary Conunission.

The ladies of Brooklyn made news first with

t heir fair, which was fourth in the series of northern Sanitary
fairs and opened_ on March 22, 1864.

The fair site was the Academy

\.

of Music, around which temporary buildings were erected to house
the many display booths and exhibits.

Lumbermen donated the wood

. 92
for these buildings and carpenters contributed their free labor.

The Brooklyn fair netted nearly a quarter of a million dollars for
the Sanitary Commission.
Probably the most interesting feature of the Brooklyn fair was
its "New England kitchen."

The kitchen represented early New Eng

land, and fair officials had erected it to acquaint with the real.
thing children and others whose knowledge of "the old days" was in
c omplete.

Furnishings included an authentic eighteenth century fire-

90Hammond, p. 279. The Times (January 1, 1864, p. 5, col. 2)
.
states the Chicago figure as $60,000.
91
Brockett, p. 59.

92
T.imes, February 7, 1864, p. 4, col. 5.
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place and a Bible, almanac, chairs and tablep, candlesti�ks, and
dishes.

Waitresses dressed in the costumes of their great-grand

mothers served visitors samples of the old style cooking, includ
ing such favorites as pumpkin pie, Indian bread and Indian pudding,
and doughnuts.

Conunon incidents in the life of eighteenth century

New England, such as the apple-paring, donation party, and quilting
. .
fro 1.ic, were a 1so enacted f or visitors.

93

The Metropolitan Fair
One of the first notices in the Times concerning the second
New York fair, the Metropolitan Fair, stated that this particular
fair aimed for something higher than the ordinary meaning of the
Every branch of agriculture, trade, and industry would con

term,

tribute its finest products for exhi�ition an� sale.

Farmers from

New York and adjoining states would show choice livestock; factories
would display locomotives, grand 'pianos; sewing machines, and steam
plows.

The article noted that the fair's managers were interested

in exhibits or donations of a cultural nature for display in the
"Museum of Paintings, Statuary, Ancient Furniture, Autographs, Arti"
�-j-and Curiosities.
. . .
c 1es of Vertu, _ L-.
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To create more enthusiasm and competition in planning and man
aging the fair, two conunittees--one of women and the other of men-
were appointed,

The officers of the Ladies' Executive Conunittee in

cluded Mrs. Hamilton Fish, president; Mrs. David Lane, vice-president;
Mrs. John Sherwood, secretary; and Mrs. George Templeton Strong,
93
Ibid.
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treasurer.

The Reverend Bellows headed the men's committ�e of Dr.

William Van Buren, Dr. C. R. Agnew, Dr. Wolcott Gibbs, and George
Templeton Strong.
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The success achieved by the other fairs spurred the work of the
two committees.

They intended to create a fair whose profits would

exceed all former records.

As the Times said, if Chicago could

raise $60,000 and Boston, $140,000, and if Cincinnati could contem
plate equal success, then New York and the "wealthy region of which
it is the center" could certainly do more than these three cities
singly' or even together.

96

The two conunittees set March 28, 1864, as the tentative date of
the fair.

The main fair building was constructed on Fourteenth
It contained numerous exposition booths and even an art

Street.

gallery, a restaurant, and a bookstor�.

Anot�er building erected

in Union Square <lisp layed children's things and interna.tional products.

97

Fair officials also made'provision fdr an animal show a

block away from the central fair grounds.

98

New Yorkers had never witnessed such a variety of exhibits. as
this fair promised.

Merchants, patriotic citizens, and even friends

abroad eagerly donated the items for sale.

Milliners, tailors, gro

cers, actors, brokers--people from all walks of life were represented
at the fair by their work or products.

Committees from various reli-

95
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see Appendix II £or plans of the two buildings.
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gious organizations offered their services.

Newspapers volunteered

to print advertisements at no cost; express companies offered to
ship all goods free of charge; and many concerns provided free stor. th e1r
. bui"ld"ings.
age space 1n
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The question of a raffle posed a problem, however, for the man
agers of the fair.

A state statute against raffling existed, but

c ity government officials had decided to permit raffling because the
profits would be used for a charitable concern.

This decision

caused a good deal of debate and sharp criticism of the fair itself.
As a result, representatives of the Sanitary Commission asked fair
officials to abandon the raffling project.
The Times offered this appraisal of the situation.

It felt the

fair managers had acted unwisely in supporting raffling "in view of
the evil tendency of the example upoI\ the und�scriminating," but it
The

refused to accept any repudiation of the fair for this reason.

threat of many clergymen to withdraw their support of the fair solely
on the basis of this raffling issue was rash and unjustified.

One

error on the part of a committee should not discredit the entire
fair project and the fine idea behind it.

The paper termed the San

itary Commission's stand on the question "simple concession to a well
100
m�ant but narrow and unfounded clamor."

One month before Grant's Wilderness Campaign the fair opened.

l l
.
. th e h'istory of the city and
Apri·1 4, 1864, O was a memora ble day in
99
Times, January 6, 1864, p. 4, col. 4.
l
OOTirnes, January 23, 1864, p. _4, col. 4; Times, February 24,
1864, p. 4, col. 2.
l l
O March 28 had been the tentative date, but the opening was
delayed until the following week. Sources give no reason for this
change.
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state.

Only a week before someone had suggested that th�s day be

made a holiday.
proposal.

City officials had agreed and quickly authorized the

Public offices remained closed all day, and general busi-

ness ceased at noon.
Speeches, bands, and all the fanfare that accompanies so gala
an affair marked this day.

Flags waved from every building; even

the boats in New York harbor were gaily decked for the occasion.

To

City Hall Park, the center of all the activity, came thousands of
excited people on the he�ls of a huge military parade composed largely
of regular troops from New York City.

The Times estimated that over

10,000 men marched in line to the music of twenty-seven bands.

102

Harper's Weekly claimed the procession included 8,000 infantry, with
2,000 cavalry and artillery.

103

Among the innumerable concession,.s and exhibits at the fair were
several with very interesting or unusual features. A display with a
Roman theme opened April 11.

It 'featured many ancient and valuable

articles connected with the Roman Empire.

Supposedly the display in-

cluded the most valuable and extensive collection of curiosities
•
104
from t he H o1y Land ever seen l.·n Arne r1.ca.

The Times complimented the Methodist Church on its b.ooth's
tasteful display and design.

A "bevy of the prettiest young ladies

imaginable" attended the booth and sold dolls, pictures, afghans,
and other ladies' work whi�h had been donated.

246.

A striking feature

102 .
T 1.mes, April 5, 1864, p. 1, col. 5.
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OJ"Metropolita� Fair," Harper's Weekly. VIII (April 16, 1864),
104 .
T 1.rne s, April 12, 1864, p. 4, col. 5.
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of the booth was a very effective scene symbolizing the Apgel of
N.1.ght.

105

The Hats, Caps, and Furs exhibit contained many unusual items,
such as an Indian hammock decorated with bird feathers of numerous
species, a set of Russian sab le valued at one thousand dollars, and
·
,, l06
· h t 1.nc
· hes h 1.gh .
a 1.1.on pup "but a f ew h_ours o ld an d on 1y e1.g

Another special attraction was an Indian wigwam erected by the artist
Bierstadt.

Visitors crowded to see the Indian craft and art sold

in the wigwam and the Indian war dancers who entertained daily.

10 7

The "Knickerbocker Kitchen" added a quaint touch to the Metro
politan Fair.

Prominent New York women dressed in colonial costume

sold everything from foodstuffs to trinkets at this booth.

The

booth's managers asked Mrs. Daly to participate in the project be
cause of her Dutch heritage, but she refused.

She stated in her

diary that she "did not particularly fancy the idea of being seated
in cap, short gown, and petticoats, pouring out tea for all the rab
ble that would come to give their mite to ,·the Sanitary Commission.
They would be gratifying their curiosity, and I would be part of
108
the show.11

Mrs. Daly refused a second offer to model at the fair, this
time as the character Katrina Van Tassel from Washington Irving's
· Legend of S leepy Hollow.

One of the women's groups sponsored ·a

10 5 .
T 1.mes, April 12, 1864, p. 4, col. 5.
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11Sketches of the Metropolitan Fair," Harper's Weekly, VIII
(April 23, 1864), 260.
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booth which featured the works of this New York author.

they repro

duced a scene from one of Irving's stories and asked Mrs. Daly to
complete the picture by posing as the village maid.

Mrs. Daly rea

soned that, "As Katrina Van Tasse l is represented as a blooming girl
of

18,

and I am more than double that age, I think it the part of

modesty and patriotism to decline,11

109

The "sword test" held in the Arms and Trophy booth caused the
most excitement and raised the mopt money.

Its purpose was to deter

mine the most popu lar general in the Union army.

People could vote

for their favorite general by paying one do llar.

The general with

the largest number of votes received the sword.

A feeling of tense-

ness pervaded the atmosphere of this contest, as "men of fashion and
reputation crowded, ostensib ly to

learn

how the vote was going."

llO

The wives of the two major conte.pders, G�neral Grant and Gen
eral McCle llan, represented their husbands at the contest.

Both man

ifested much interest in the ballbting and persona lly greeted each
Mrs. Grant was on hand each day to accept votes for her hus

v oter.
band.

However, the "vivacity, personal _charm, and courteous flat

tery" of the younger Mrs. McC le llan seemed to give her an edge with
the voters.

111

The po lls closed at midnight on the

last

excitement ran high as the hour approached,

day of the fair, and

At just ten minutes be

fore twe lve McC le llan was far out in front of the race.
later.the

l09

Five minutes

Union League of Phi lade lphia telegraphed five hundred votes

Ibid., p. 282.

110
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for Grant, and he won the sword.

Although this project aroused a

good deal of political controversy and left Mrs. McClellan "pitifully
disappointed," the money it made added substantially to the Sanitary

. . I s fund.112
Corrnnission

The Metropolitan Fair was no.t without its casualties.

Two mem

bers of the Ladies Executive Corrnnittee, Mrs. David Dudley Field and
Mrs. Caroline Kirkland,
died shortly after.

113

collapsed while working at the fair and

The New York papers claimed they had sacrificed

their lives to the cause through overwork.

Mrs. Daly believed this

to be the case also, for she remarked in connection with the death
of Mrs. Field, "This Fair has probably killed her, as it did poor
Mrs. K.ir kland.

,, 114

The New York Metropolitan Fair continued for most of the month
of April and clo.sed as a complete suc_cess.

The attendance had been

greater than the most optimistic had predicted.

More important,

total admissions and contributiorrs had netted over a million dollars
115
.
. .
for the Sanitary
Commission.

The sum earned by all the big fairs

reached the amazing total of nearly three million dollars, but the
individual contribution from New York dwarfed the proceeds from any
other single fair.
112
113

The Times had been right when it promised, "New

Ibid., p. 277.

Mrs. Kirkland was the widow of Professor William Kirkland of
Hamilton College.
114Harrnnond, p. 293.
115

An example of the fair's daily financial return is the receipts of April 11. Total receipts up to 3 o'clock were $4 2,917.47.
This figure involved sales of $12,4 68.13, ad131ission receipts of
$9,878.54, and do�ations of $20,570.80. (Cited in Times, April 12,
186 4, p. 4, co1. 5.)
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York never does anything by halves, but she will do the Ffir in a

·
11 116
sty 1e that wi'1 1 astonis
. h the natives.

Extent of Supply Efforts of Women's Central ·
The Sanitary fair--large-scale operation that it was--was only
one aspect of the activity of the Women's Central on behalf of the
Sanitary Commission.

The·Women's Central was the largest supply
In.the first few months of its existence,

branch of the Commission.
from May to November,

1 861,

it sent Commission headquarters in Wash-

ington almost eight thousand shirts and about two thousand sheets.

117

During the year 1863 alone its supply committee received, packed,
and distributed nearly half a million articles.

If one studies the

records for just one item--shirts, for example--he will note that
from May

1,

1 861 ,

to July 7,

1865,

th� number of shirts supplied to

the Sanitary Commission totaled almost three hundred thousand.

118

Louisa Lee Schuyler, head of•· the supply C'ommittee and corres
ponding secretary, officially closed the office of the Women's
Central on August

12,

1865.

She had waited to see "the last cover

put on the last box, the little flags taken down, and lastly the
window curtains removed."

119

Over a period of four years she had

established a nation-wide network of correspondence with other aid
societies, directed the collection of supplies from the New York
116 .
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region, and supervised the packing and distribution of these goods
for the Sanitary Commission.

And she had done it all for only

$61,386.57 (not including the wholesale purchasing of materials for

. .
12 0
societies ) .

Agatha Young sums it up well when she says, "The pretty ladies
of

1 861,

sitting in their parlors stitching the ridiculous havelocks

and scraping lint, had ended by startling the world,11

.,
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CHAPTER VII
NURSING ACTIVITY
Work in City Hospitals
The Women's Central Association of Relief and its subordinate
societies represented women's organized approach to the problems of
war relief.

The work of collecting and distributing supplies for

the troops demanded unified effort and a central administration.
Nursing, on the other hand, was a type of relief activity in which
women could participate individually, especially in the large city
hospitals of the North.

In New York City conunittees of ladies made

regular weekly visits to the hospitals.

They distributed small

gifts or special items of food to the wounded soldiers and wrote
letters to friends or relatives for the men.
One example of women's hospital work was Mrs. Henry Baylis,
wife of a New York merchant.

Mrs. Bayljs took the position of Chief

Directress of the Women's Relief Hospital at Yorktown.

So intense

was her study of the medical profession and so thorough her prepara
tion for nursing that Frank Moore claimed she was qualified to doc
tor with the best of the profession.

Said Moore in his tribute to

Mrs. Baylis, "the memory of such a woman should be cherished by the
whole nation, and she is richly entitled to a fame equal to that
which Florence Nightingale has so justly earned."
122
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Frank Moore (ed.), The Rebellion Record (New York: G. P. Put
nam, 1863), VI, 20.
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Mrs. Daly, who tended to remain aloof from organized relief
activities, seemed to enjoy visiting and nursing wounded soldiers
at the Park Barracks and the City Hospital in New York.

She re

ferred often enough to these visits to indicate that they were a
routine part of her weekly activity.

Selected incidents from her

diary help characterize the charitable activity of the upper class
New York woman.
On one of Mrs. Daly's trips to the Park Barracks she helped
feed some of the wounded and washed others' faces.

Her younger

sister accompanied her on this occasion, and Mrs. Daly noted that
the girl's attractiveness seemed to cheer the men more than any of
the older women's ministrations.
23

and beauty!" 1

"Oh, the magic power of youth

In another diary entry Mrs. Daly com?lained that representatives
of the Women's Central, who were in charge of the wards on various
days, did not appreciate other women's interference in nursing af
fairs.

Because the soldiers enjoyed the attention, Mrs. Daly re

mained and distributed some of her husband's old shirts and new canes
she had bought.
out for some.

One soldier craved a chicken leg, so Mrs. Daly sent
His reaction prompted her to remark, "I never had so

much pleasure before in spending fifty cents.11
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Mrs. Daly's devotion to this work was not so great that she
neglected her own well-being.

On one occasion she declined a request

to read to the sick at City Hospital because she had heard some of
123
124
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the wards contained typhoid fever patients.

Said Mrs. Daly, ''Find

ing that I should have to go among the typhoid fever patients • • .
.
.
11
. ble intention.
I gave up my charita

125

She was also not above ridiculing the approach of some society
matrons to hospital duty or pointing out the superfluous nature of
certain nursing activities.

About Mrs. George Templeton Strong's

hospital visits, Mrs. Daly reported, "They say very kindly and char
itably that Mrs. George Strong went down with rouge pot, crinoline,
and maid to attend to the wounded."

12

6

In another diary entry Mrs.

Daly mentioned a case of women' s overly solicitous ministrations to
the wounded.

A young lady asked a soldier if he would like to have

his face washed.

"If it will give you any satisfaction to do so,

madam," was his answer, "but it has been washed four times already
27
this morning."
1

Many women such as Mrs. Daly did not care to participate in war
,_

relief outside the boundaries of New York City.

They had their hus

bands or family at home with them, and they·contented themselves
with weekly visits to the city hospitals.
not so content.

Other local workers were

They yearned to be at the front, but were kept from

going by family ties or finances.

L. P. Brockett, very much aware

of the contribution of these anonymous upholders of the home front,
dedicated his book Woman's Work in the Civil War to them.
To the loyal women of America, whose patriotic contri
butions, toils and sacrifices, enabled their sisters,
125
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whose history is here recorded, to minister relief and
consolation to our wounded and suffering heroes. 128
Recruiting and Training Military Nurses
Although the risks were great and the work demanding, military
nursing attracted_ many women.

The principal volunteers were those

who were not tied to their homes, such as widows, unmarried women,
or nuns.

Not all the women who volunteered were accepted, for of

ficials selected only those best suited for the rigors and perils
of military nursing.
The whole question of women nurses arose after Sumter.

Dorothea

Dix immediately offered her services to the government and was ap
pointed supervisor of the volunteer nursing program.

However, the

nurses themselves did not receive official recognition until August,
1861, when Congress passed a law governing their status and pay.
And be it further enacted, That in general or permanent
hospitals, female nurses may be substituted for soldiers,
when in the opinion of the surgeon general or medical
officer in charge it is expedient to do so; the number
of female nurses to be indicated by the surgeon general
or surgeon in charge of the hospital. The nurses so
employed to receive forty cents a day and one ration
in kind or by commutation, in lieu of all emoluments
except transportation in kind.
129
One of Miss Dix's fist acts was to ask Elizabeth Blackwell to
recruit and train one hundred army nurses.

Her letter reached Dr.

Blackwell at the time the latter was sending out invitations to the
Infirmary meeting of April 25 (1861).

Dr. Blackwell felt that co-

operation between army doctors and nurses would be better if male
128
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physicians trained the nurses.

Therefore, she approached the physi

cians at Bellevue Hospital with the following proposal.

Her commit

tee would screen nursing candidates and send its selections to the
doctors to be trained.

The physicians responded by organizing two

associations to work with Dr. Blackwell's committe�--the Advisory
Committee of the Board of Physici ans and Surgeons of the Hospitals
of New York and the New York Medical Association for Furnishing
Hospital Supplies in Aid of the Army.

130

Dr. Blackwell's recruiting committee functioned as a department
of the Women's Central.

The members interviewed candidates daily,

answered hundreds of applications by letter, and investigated refer
ences.

Using Florence Nightingale's prin�iples of nursing conduct

as a guide, the committee established definite rules for candidates.
For example, prospective nurses had to be between thirty and forty
five years of age, physically fit, willing to submit to army discip1.ine, and wi
ing to ab andon hoop sk"irts.
·11·
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By N ovember, 1861,

.
ha d sent th"irty-two women to mi
·1·
· 1 s.
itary hospita
t he committee

132

The period of training for most of these nurses was about one
month.

One wonders how well this short training prepared the nurse

for her work.

For example, The Hospital Steward's Manual of 1862

listed the following duties for nurses in military hospitals:
Each nurse was assigned ten patients. In addition to the
usual bedside care under orders of physicians and stew
ards--bathing, dressing wounds, etc.--nurses were charged
with the supervision of the. washing and the distribution
130Greenb"ie, p. 64.

131
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of clothing, care of the linen room, mending, and atten
tion to special diets. Until abolished later in the war,
the post of wardmaster gave a man authority over all
nurses, but head nurses, whether men or women, bore the
responsibility for the condition of the beds (with par
ticular attention to lie� and bedbugs!), for the empty
ing of chamber pots, bedpans and urinals, and for daily
sweeping, ventilation, light, and warmth. They must
see that meals and medicines appeared on time, attend
roll calls, report to the stewards, accompany doctors on
their rounds, note orders, and make sure they were car
ried out. Subordinate nurses, besides their usual duties,
read to, amused, wrote letters for, and generally soothed
their patients. 133
First Group of Army Nurses from New York City
Not all army nurses were the products of recruiting and train
ing programs.

Many women rebelled against the regulations and

standards set up by volunteer nursing conmittees and attempted to
make their own way into army hospitals.

Henry Raymond, editor of

the Times, sponsored one such group of women.

In fact, they were

the first women from New York City to leave for the front, Elizabeth
Blackwell's nursing program being only in the organization stage at
that time.
On May 3, 1861, not quite a month after war broke out, Mr·. Ray
mond put six women, armed with a letter to Acting Surgeon General
Wood, on the train for Washington.

When the women reached their

destination, they found only one military hospital that would accept
them.

It was filled with smallpox cases, and only one woman, Miss

Adelaide Thompson, agreed to nurse these patients.

The others even

tually returned to New York after their funds ran out.
133
Alcott, p. xxxii.

63
Miss Thompson reported to the Women's Central correspondence
corrnnittee about the sordid conditions of military hospitals.

She

worked in a six-room brick building with such meager facilities that
the laundry and cooking were done in the same room on an old stove.
Eating utensils were even more scarce, and Miss Thompson generally
1
fed two or three men from the same plate. 34

A doctor came to the hospital only a few hours each day; the
rest of the day and all night Miss Thompson was alone with the sick
men.

Often she had to sleep in the same room with dead men for whom

the undertaker had not ·yet come.

Overwork caused the death of the

old Irish woman who did the laundry.

Miss Thompson herself suffered

1 5
.
.
·
. . 1 an inva
1i· d • 3
an attack of blood poisoning and 1eft t he hospita
The Hospital Transport Service

Wheµ the Union army began making preparations for the Peninsular
Campaign early in the spring of 1862, the Surgeon General's Office
found it could not possibly cope with all the medical problems that
w ould arise.

Since this part of the country was largely swamp and

river land, malaria would be as much a danger as bullet wounds.

The

army had to find a way to provide adequate hospital {acilities for
the increased number of sick soldiers.
The Sanitary Commission met this need by creating the Hospital
Transport Service.

Corrnnission secretary Frederick Olmsted asked the

Secretary of War for the use of some steamers, which were made over
into hospital boats.

These boats gathered the sick and wounded from

134G reen b.ie, pp. 70-71.
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the areas around the James, Pamunkey, and York Rivers and transported
them to nearby base hospitals.
Women became the matrons or superintendents of these floating
hospitals.

They checked the beds, linens and clothing of each pa

tient and had charge of all food supplies and eating arrangements.
In addition they supervised the wards and the nursing staff.

Fred

erick Olmsted appointed three women from New York City to his central
executive staff of four which directed the work of the transports:
Mrs. William Preiton Griffin, Georgeanna Woolsey, and Eliza Woolsey
Howland. 1

36

•)

The first steamer Olmsted conunissioned was the Daniel Webster, an
old relic described as "stripped of every'.:hing movable but dirt. 11

137

The Commission completely re-outfitted it to accommodate two hundred
and fifty wounded men.

Mrs. Griffin was the chief superintendent

during the Daniel Webster's trial run.

On April 30, 1862, she and

her staff arrived at the mouth of the York River. When they sailed
again, bound for New York, they had on board a capacity load of
wounded.

13 8

The Sanitary Commission rebuilt a total of six ships

for hospital use.

The boats worked between the Peninsular region

and Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, taking away the
sick and wounded and bringing back additional supplies or personnel.
Although the Transport Service accepted any qualified nurse,
its nurses tended to be from the upper class.
13 6Toid., p. 127.
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Several of Mrs.
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Daly's associates worked for a time in the transport service.

Mrs.

George Strong, for example, volunteered for work on the Rap?ahannock;
however, Mrs. Daly, who never had a good word for Mrs. Strong, spoke
of the latter's activity as merely a momentary whim,

1 40

Mrs. Daly opposed her close friend, Harriet Whetten's, decision
to enter the transport .service.

Harriet, she felt, did not possess

the right qualities for nursing.

"If I were the boys, I should not

want a lady about my sickbed unless she were some motherly person.
Harriet will never be a motherly-looking person, whatever age she
may attain.11

141

Whetten's age.

(Neither Mrs: Daly nor her editor refer to Miss
She was probably close to Mrs. Daly's age, thirty

In The Other Side of War Katherine Wormeley (fourth member

eight.)

of Olmsted's central staff) noted that Miss Whetten played an active
and heroic part in the nursing work' of

1 862.

1 42

The Woolsey Family
The memoirs and correspondence of the Woolsey sisters and their
mother provide the most complete account of New York women's nursing
efforts during the Civil War.

The Woolse:, family comprised the

mother, seven girls, and one boy.
Charles William Woolsey

1 43

Just p;�ior to his son's birth

had drowned, leaving his•wife Jane the

sole provider for their large family.

The family, however, was well

to-do and the sisters were better educated than most women then.
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Woolsey had been the president of Yale.
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Reared by a mother who hated slavery (although her ancestors
for generations had been Virginia slaveholders), the Woolsey girls
were ardent abolitionists and strong Republicans.

One of the sis

ters wrote of the family that they had
cut Lthei£/ political teeth on The New York Tribune,
and were in the right frame of mind to keep step with
the steady march to the inevitable through the Kansas
perplexities, the John Brown raid, and the election
of Mr. Lincoln, to the firing of the first gun by the
Rebels upon the national flag at Fort Sumter. 144
The Woolseys thus naturally entered enthusiastically into war
aid efforts.

The four girls who enlisted as nurses in the army-

Georgeanna and Jane Woolsey, Mary Woolsey Howland, and Eliza Woolsey
Howland--served on hos pital transports with the Army of the Potomac,
in field hospitals at the front, and in army hospitals in Washington,
D.C., and Rhode Island.

Mrs. Woolsey worked with her daughter Geor

geanna at the battle of Gettysburg in July, 1863.
Georgeanna, not yet thirty, somehow overcame the age barrier
for nurses and, with her sister Eliza Howland, was among the first
women selected as nursing trainees by the Women's Central.

Georgean

na described her review by the Examining Board.
It had to decide upon my physical qu.:1lifications; and so,
having asked me who my grandfather w.1s, and whether I had
had the measles, _it blandly put my n.1me down, leaving a
blank, inadvertently, where the age should have been, and
I was launched . . . into a career of philanthropy more
or less confused. 145
Both sisters finished their training in June, 1861.

The cloth

ing assigned to them for their work included the following items.
. • • two grey cottonish cross-grained skirts, and a
Zouave jacket giving free motion to the arms • . • .

144Dannett·, p. 31.

145 Ibid.,

p. 64.

.,

67
Four white aprons with waists and large pockets; two
stickout and washable petticoats to take the place of
a hoop, and a nice long flannel dressing-gown, which
one may put on in a hurry and fly out in, if the city
is bombarded or "anything else." 14 6
The Sanitary Commission sent Eliza Woolsey Howland to Washington
In an improvised hospital on the top floor of the U.S. Patent

first.

Office she nursed the wounded of the Nineteenth Indiana regiment.
One of Eliza's letters to her husband indicated the nature of these
makeshift quarters.
The gre§_t, unfinished lumber room wa5 set aside for
their lthe Indiana regimeni/ use, anJ rough tables--I
can't call them beds--were knocked together from
pieces of the scaffolding. • . . About six men could
be accommodated on one table. These ran the whole
length of the long room, while on stacks of marble
slabs, which were someday to be the floor, we spread
mattresses, and put the sickest men. 147
Out of all this confusion some system and order gradually
evolved.

Mrs. Howland cited one improvement in the method of bring

ing food up to the top floor.

At first the nurses had to run down

stairs each time they needed something.· Eventually an arrangement
of pulleys outside one of the windows carried food and supplies up
and down.

"At any time of the day," stated Mrs. Howland,"barrels

of water, baskets of vegetables, and great pieces of army beef might
148
be seen crawling slowly up the marble face of the building.11

During the Peninsular Campaign Mrs. Howland worked with her
sister Georgeanna in the Hospital Transport Service.

Poor health

kept her from nursing on the field after the summer of 18 62, but she
continued working in the hospitals around Washington for the remainder of the war.
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Mary Woolsey Howland, wife of The Reverend Robert Howland,
worked as a nurse chiefly in New York City.

She became well known

for her literary articles describing incidents of army and hospital
life and for such wartime poems as "Taps," copies of which were sold
. 149
.
fair.
at the New York S anitary
Mrs. Howland was very active in the New York fair.

She super

vised the work in the Floral Department, which occupied the center
of the main fair building.

The booth featured pillars wreathed with

. stands. 150
flowers, fl ower baskets, an arbor, and rustic

Her family

believed overexertion in hospital and fair work caused her early
death in May, 1864.

151

The fourth sister, Jane Woolsey, began her nursing career at
Portsmouth Grove Hospital in Rhode Island.

From November, 1862, un

til the close of the war she served as Superintendent of the Fairfax
Seminary Hospital in Alexandria.

After the war Jane Woolsey worked

with the Freedman's Bureau in Virginia.

She also helped establish a

nurses training school.at the Presbyterian Hospital in New York and
became its Resident Directress.

Her book Hospital Days, written

about her war experiences, was a thoughtful conunentary on the suc
152
cesses and failures of wartime nursing.
Georgeanna Woolsey wrote the most detailed of the sisters' ac
counts of their nursing activity.
149

246.

Her letters and memoirs revealed

Brockett, p. 326.
150
11Metropolitan Fair," Harper's Weekly, VIII (April 16, 1864),
151
152

Young, p. 381.
Ibid.

69
the nature of a nurse's life in army hospitals, on Sanitary Commis
sion steamers, and in the camps along the fighting front.

She felt

the antagonism and resentment of many army surgeons created nurses'
biggest problem.

Since doctors were legally unable to keep women

out of the hospitals, they were determined to make the women's lives
Georgeanna claimed very few surgeons had treated her with

unbearable.

"even common courtesy" at the outset.
Some of the bravest women I have ever known were among
this first company of army nurses. They saw at once the
position of affairs, the attitude assumed by the surgeons,
and the wall against which they were expected to break and
scatter; ana they set themselves to undermine the whole
thing.
153
Not only working conditions, but also sleeping quarters were
miserable.

After long hours of duty a nu:�se sat down to an inade

quate meal and spent the night in a "wretc::hed closet just large
enough for a camp bed to stand in."

As far as Georgeanna was con

cerned, only the satisfaction of comforting sick and dying men in
their time of deepest need enabled her to endure these conditions.

154

Miss Woolsey first encountered battlefield con�itions when she
worked on the hospital transports of the Sanitary Commission.
Aboard the Daniel Webster she arrived at the York River during the
siege of Yorktown.
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The first sick men Georgeanna saw were malaria

cases and were crowded in small log huts previously used by the
rebels as barracks.
153
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reported that these men "were dying by scores, still clothed in
their uniforms and even wearing their caps."

156

The medical personnel of the Daniel Webster worked rapidly to
move the sick on board.
transport to

At the end of the day they had loaded the

capacity (250 men).

During the trip to New York

Georgeanna and the other nurses carefully nursed and fed each wounded
man.

Stille stated that, as a result of the surgeons' and nurses'

. 1e .man d.ied on the trip.
.
e fforts, not a sing

157

Georgeanna also worked aboard the Knickerbocker.

On its first

trip she and Mrs. George Strong were appointed to put things in order
and supervise supplies.

In a letter to her mother Georgeanna de-

scribed the nature of her work.
We set up our stove in the Knickerbocker, unpacked tins
and clothing, filled a linen closet in each ward, made
up beds for three hundred, set the kitchen in order,
and arranged a black hole, with a lock to it, where
oranges, brandy, and wine are stored box upon box . .
I have a daily struggle with the darkeys in the kitchen,
who protest against everything. About twenty men are
fed from one pail of soup, and five from a loaf of
bread, unless they are almost well, and then no amount
of food is enough. 158
Agatha Young refers to Georgeanna's work aboard a third Commis
sion transport, the Wilson Small, which was permanently assigned to
the malarial river districts.

The Wilson Small was continually

short of supplies, and while aboard, Georgeanna and her fellow
nurses developed shameless kleptomaniac talents.

When a big ship

arrived from the North, well equipped with supplies, Georgeanna
156

charles J. Stille, History of the United States Sanitary Com
mission (Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott and Co., 1866), p. 155.
157

Ibid.

158
Dannett, p. 159.

71
visited it and returned with pockets full of "knives, forks, spoons,
corkscrews, nutmeg graters and other assorted items."

The women had

no trouble with their consciences because the big ships were general159
·
. way north for more supp1ies.
1y on their

Later in 1862 Georgeanna worked with her sister Jane and their
cousin Sarah Woolsey at the Portsmouth Hospital, where they cared
for the wounded brought from the battlefield by Commission steamers.
Portsmouth was a large hospital judging by Civil War standards; its
wards held as many as four hundred and fifty men.

Georgeanna and

Jane Woolsey supervised the general medical patients, whereas Sarah
had surgical cases.

160

Georgeanna's work at Gettysburg in July, 1863, climaxed her
nursing career.

Having heard that her brother Charles had been

wounded at Gettysburg, Georgeanna and her mother hurried to the bat
tlefield.

They arrived shortly after the fighting had ceased and

found the news of Charles had been false.

Sanitary Commission of

ficials, however, persuaded the women to stay and help with the
wounded.

The two were placed in charge of the Commission's relief

station, and they remained for three weeks.

By the time they left,

they had fed and nursed sixteen thousand wounded men.

161

The Sanitary Commission urged Georgeanna to write a pamphlet
about her experiences at Gettysburg to be sold for the Commission's
benefit.

She agreed, and to her surprise her pamphlet, "Three Weeks

162
at Gettysburg,"
became popular not only in America, but in England.
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see Appendix III for abridged text of this pamphlet.
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The Connnission ordered the distribution of ten thousand copies, the
printing of which Georgeanna left in charge of her sister Abby.

163

The relief lodge run by Georgeanna a1d her mother was essentially a way-station between the battlefi8ld and the railroad depot.
Set up near the railroad tracks, it provided food and shelter for
wounded men waiting for trains to the general hospital at Baltimore.
Trainloads of wounded left twice a day, but often the loaded ambu
lances arrived too late, and the wounded men had to be cared for

.
165
overnight.

The major task of the Commission workers was two-fold:

caring

for wounded soldiers until the train came and putting them safely on
the train.

Before long they had worked out a regular system for

filling the train cars.

A government surgeon supervised moving the

wounded to the train cars (open baggage cars filled with straw) and
directed their transfer from the ambulance to the train.
the train the wounded men received a final meal.

Once on

Commission workers

went from car to car with "soup made of beefstock or fresh meat,
full of potatoes, turnips, cabbage, and rice, with fresh bread and
coffee, and, when stimulants were needed, with ale and milk-punch
or brandy."
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The wounded who arrived too late for the train received the
special attention of Georgeanna and her mother.

163Dannett, p. 263.
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evening the women dressed the men's wounds and saw to it that they
were bathed, given clean clothing, and fed.

The Woolsey girls were

amused at the thought of their socialite mother performing such
Abby Woolsey wrote, "Just imagine Mother in a straw hat and

tasks.

heavy Gettysburg boots, standing cooking soup for two hundred men
at a time, and distributing it in tin cups; or giving clean shirts
to ragged Rebels; or sitting on a pile of grocer's boxes, under the

167
shadow of a string of codfish, scribbling her notes to us."

When Georgeanna and her mother had completed their work, four
thousand soldiers too ill to be moved still remained in the govern
ment hospital at Gettysburg.

The people of Gettysburg had been much

impressed by the efforts of the two women and paid them tribute by
holding a parade on the day of their departure.

Two military bands

escorted the Woolseys to the train, playing farewell to the tune of
'�the red, white, and blue.

11 168

After Gettysburg, in the winter of

18 63,

Hammond Hospital, Point Lookout, Virginia.
of

18 64

Georgeanna served at

During Grant's campaign

she served at Belle Plain, Fredericksburg, White House and

City Point.

In August, 1864, she helped set up the Beverly Hospital

in Philadelphia.

After the war Georgeanna married Dr. Francis Bacon

and collaborated with her sister Eliza Howland in compiling a his
tory of the family activities during the war.

The memoirs were pub

lished privately in 18 99 under the title ,)f Letters of a Family dur1 69
·.
ing the War for the Union.
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Evaluation of Army N�rses
No matter h0w the social status, aptitude, or war record of
individual Civil Wa� nurses differed, they shared one corrnnon char
acteristic--lack of adequate training.

Nurses turned out after a

one-month special course had certainly not had time to master the
fundamentals of nursing.

Thus it is not surprising that surgeons

and medical authorities often regarded them as nuisances.
In his study of physicians in the Union army, George Adams
comments that the nurses' greatest failing was self-righteousness.
"They came to the Army convinced of their moral superiority. .
The insubordination they permitted themselves could hardly win the

. superiors.
.
11170
r egard of t heir

Nurses' tendency to ignore drug

prescriptions and diets caused army doctors much concern.
woman secretly fed her brother beer and cabbage soup.

A German

Some women

17 1
.
·
ies f or the prescri
ication.
d home remed"
"bed med"
substitute

Army medical personnel generally appreciated the efforts of
women who obeyed orders.and minded their own business.

Women work

ing for the Sanitary Commission were especially cooperative, per
haps because they were assigned specific tasks and given the auth
ority to carry out their work.

Whereas Civil War nurses' ability

and cooperation may be debated, there is no question that they
raised the wounded soldier's morale.

Adams, in fact, feels their
172

true role was that of "mother-substitutes. 11
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One of the nurses herself, Jane Woolsey, most accurately evaluated volunteer nursing during the Civil War.
Was the _system of women nurses in hospitals a failure?
There never.was a system. That the presence of hundreds
of individual women as nurses in hospitals was neither
an intrusion nor a blunder, let the multitude of their
unsystematized labors and achievements testify. So far
as I know, the experiment of a compact, general organiza
tion was never tried. Hospital nurs�s were of all sorts
and came from various sources of sup}ly; volunteers paid
or unpaid; soldiers' wives and sisters who had come to
see their friends, and remained with,)ut any clear commis
sion or duties; women sent by state agencies and aid so
cieties;_women a�signed by the General Superintendent of
Nurses LMiss Di�/; sometimes, as in a case I know of, the
wife or daughter of a medical officer drawing the rations
but certainly not doing the work of a "laundress." These
women were set adrift in a hospital, eight to twenty of
them, for the most part slightly educated, without train
ing or discipline, without company organization· or offi
cers, so to speak, of their own, "reporting" to surgeons,
or in the case of persons assigned to her, to the General
Superintendent, which is very much, in a way, as if Pri
vate Robinson should "report" to General Grant.
. . . let a nurse be ever so obstinate, ignorant and
flabbyminded, she will eagerly, even gaily, starve her
self to feed a sick soldier. She may be totally imper
vious to ideas of order; she may love "hugger-mugger" and
roundabout ways of getting at direct objects, she may
hopelessly muddle the ward returns . . . but she will
cheerfully sacrifice time, ease and health to the wants
and whims of a wounded man. 173

173

Young, pp. 291-292.

CHAPTER VIII
PATRIOTIC EXPRESSION DURING THE WAR
Individual Attitudes
Up to this point we have seen the activity of women in supply
and nursing effo�ts.

In this chapter we shall examine the attitudes

of women toward the idea and purpose of the war itself.

In diaries

and-correspondence, in anti-luxury campaigns, and through patriotic
leagues the women of New York City expressed their support of gov
ernment policy and their desire to promote the spirit of liberty.
Especially at the outset of the war patriotic letters from wo
men poured into the Times office. One letter from the "Ladies of
Brooklyn" suggested that a flag float over every house, "that our
hopes may be fanned by the banner that has waved o'er the land of
the free and brave." 174

Many women whose sons had volunteered for

army duty willingly endorsed their sons' decision to fight for the
Union. One mother who.had watched her five sons leave stated, "If
I had ten sons, instead of five, I would give them all sooner than
have our country rent in fragments. The Constitution must be sustained at any cost."

175

Not all women could express such noble sentiments. Mrs. Daly,
for instance, stated she would do anything as long as it did not
involve giving up dear ones to the army. "Thank Heaven Charles Lher
174 .imes, April 19, 1861, p. 4, col. 5.
T
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husbani/ will be forty-five on the 3 1st of the month LOctober, 1861/'
and beyond the age of service! 11

176

She felt she and her husband did

their share by investing all their spare money in the government
loan.
Mrs. Daly's patriotic spirit wqs stirred, however, by the atti
tude toward the war of a visiting English journalist.

It was diffi

cult, Mrs. Daly wrote, to sit silent while Mr. William Young of the
Albion published "such contemptuous editorials about the American
squabble."

Arguing that Americans had not asked the European's ad

vice, Mrs. Daly concluded, "He gains his bread here, and if he
thinks us all so contemptible, pray why does he not return to glor.
11177
ious old Eng 1and and h.is great nava1 memories.

The average woman's patriotic feeling.may have been sentimen
tal, but generally she expressed herself rather conservatively.

One

exception, and a case of misguided patriotism, was a young Brooklyn
girl who fancied herself an American Joan of Arc.

She became ob

sessed with the idea that Providence had selected her to inspire and
lead the Union forces to victory.

Her parents, friends, and the fam

ily doctor tried without success to bring her to her senses.

Finally

the family sent her to the home of an aunt in Michigan for a rest.
The girl escaped from her aunt's home and, disguised as a boy,
joined a Mic�igan regiment which saw action in the campaign for
Chattanooga.

During the battle of Chickamauga a minie ball pierced

the girl's side and she died shortly after.
dictated the following note to her father:
1
1

6
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p. 5 1 •

Before her death she

7
Forgive your dying daughter, I have but a few moments
to live • • • • I expected to deliver my country, but
the Fates would not have it so. I am content to die.
Pray, pa forgive me. Emily
P.S.

Give my old watch to little Eph.

1
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Other women moved by fanatic patriotic fervor climbed the lec
ture platform to defend a cause or attack another.· Mrs. Daly gen
erally had little use for such extremists.

At one point she remarked,

"It is a pity that the abolition female saints and the Charleston
female patriots could not meet in a fair fight and mutually annihilate each other."

79

1

After the war had ended, reconstruction became

a major issue of debate.

Mrs. Daly noted that an eighteen year old

girl was profitably exploiting this subject in a series of lectures
She appraised the girl as "another Joan of

before large audiences.

·
· ism. 11
. d by self-conceit versus patriot
Are i nspire

180

Dress Reform Movement
The women of New York did not rely on words alone to express
In

their patriotic spirit.

18

64 they organized an association whose

purpose was to support the government economy by discouraging the
purchase of imported goods.

Wartime had created in the North a de

gree of prosperity not known since the panic of 1 57.
8

But instead

of investing their new wealth iri government loans, people spent it
Connnented the Chicago Tribune of May 2,

on imported luxuries.
1

7

8

Moore, Women of the War, pp. 529-53 .
1

79
Hannnond, p.

1

180

43.

1

., p. 349.
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18

64,

8
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"We are clothed in purple and fine linen, wear the richest laces and
Jewe
.
1s and f are sumptuous 1y every d ay.

., 181

A nation-wide newspaper campaign against extravagance began in
18 64.

The Times warned that "this finery can be paid for only with

gold.

Every dollar of gold sent from the country enhances its price

here, depreciates greenbacks, impairs the credit of the government,
and directly tends to prolong.the war,11

1 82

The New York Herald esti

mated that "there is daily squandered in vain personal expenditure
and idle show an amount of money nearly enough to pay the daily cost
of the ariny.11

18 3

Among women's groups the wives and daughters of Cabinet officers
and members of co·ngress spoke out first against extravagance.

They

organized a Ladies' National Covenant pledged to discourage exces
sive spending, encourage the buying of domestic materials, and pro
mote simplicity of dress.

"For three yea·:s and the war, we pledge

ourselves to each other and to the countr:,, to purchase no imported
.

art1c 1es o

f

.

attire.

., 184

An address to the women of America by the Ladies' Covenant ap
peared in the Times of May 3,

18 64.

The address claimed the American

woman had not been sufficiently impressed with the fact that large
purchases of imported luxuries hurt public welfare.

It cited fig

ures showing the increase in purchases of expensive foreign fabrics
18

�cMaster, A History of the People of the United States During
the Lincoln Administration, p. 550.
1 82
183

.
T 1mes, April 2,

184

1864,

McMaster, p. 550.
Ibid., p. 55 1.

p. 6, col. 2.
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and goods during the war years.

Importations in one week at the New

York Custom House.had amounted to five million dollars.

The address

concluded, "It must not be said of us that we have been willing to
give up our husbands, sons, and brothers .. • . and yet refuse to re
nounce our laces, silks, velvets, and diamonds.11

185

The women of New York responded by holding a meeting at Cooper
Twenty-five hundred of them attended the

Union on May 16, 1 864.

meeting and formed an organization known as Woman's Patriotic Associa
tion for Discouraging the Use of Imported Luxuries.

The group issued

the following pledge, which it asked the women of the country to
adopt.
We, the undersigned, during the continuance of this war
of rebellion, pledge ourselves to refrain from the pur
chase of imported articles of luxury for which those of
home manufacture can be substituted. 186
Mrs. Daly was elected president of the Board of Managers of the
association.

The ladies made a good choice in this case, for thrift

and economy were part of Mrs. Daly's Dutch heritage.

When Mrs. Daly

began making inquiries about the manufacture of domestic goods, how
ever, she became rather disillusioned with the project.

Many domes

tic articles were so poorly made that she wondered if American man
ufacturers were worthy of women's patriotic support.
were also overpriced, according to Mrs. Daly.

Domestic goods

She found that .the

manufacturer tried to keep his price as high as possible and yet
undersell his foreign competitor.

�.

185 .
T
186

May

5,

18 7

1864, p. 3, col. 1.

McMaster, p. 5 5 1.

1 8 7 Hannnond, p. 306.
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The New York dress reform movement encountered much opposition.
Some people said its measures were too severe or were nonsensical;
on the other hand, others were dissatisfied with the plan because it
did not go far enough or call for enough self-denial.

A Times arti

cle of June 12, 1864, attempted to clear up some of the misunder
standing and defend the Patriotic Association's stand.

The Patriotic

Association, said the Times, attempted to give unity and direction
to a movement subscribed to by many women on an individual basis.
The group did not intend, however, to practice extreme self-denial
or reject those luxuries they already possessed.

The article en

dorsed future limitation and moderation, but asked what could be
gained by dispensing with items already purchased.

188

Although the Times felt the dress reform movement made satisfactory progress,

189

the movement effected very little reduction

in the purchase of imported goods.

Very soon other newspapers were

.
.
190
. denouncing women for their extravagance.
again

It seems that,

although many women sincerely supported the dress reform movement,
this issue tended to be overshadowed for them by the greater prob
lems of the war itself.
Women's Loyal League
The women of New York organized in support of another war issue,
namely, the abolition of slavery.

Morale and patriotic spirit were

low in the North early in 1863 after a succession of Confederate vie188 .
Times, June 12, 1864, p. 5, col. 1.
189
Ibid.
190

McMaster, p. 551.
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tories.

Charles Sumner had introduced in Congress a constitutional

amendment forever banning slavery (the Proclamation had only freed
slaves in areas still in rebellion), but at this point it seemed un
certain whether the measure could corrn:nand the necessary two-thirds
majority.
Earlier, in

1 862,

Henry Stanton and his family had moved to New

York City, where he had been appointed Surveyor of the Port of New
York.

Soon a�ter Elizabeth Cady Stanton had established her family

in its new home, she persuaded her friend Susan Anthony, whose father
had recently died, to come to·New York as her guest.

In

1 863

the

workers and the cause were brought together when Henry Stanton sug
gested to the two women· that they organize a movement in support of
Sumner's amendment.

191

Mrs. Stanton and Susan responded immediately by drawing up
plans for a women's loyalty meeting.

In an article in the Tribune

they urged the women of ,New York City not only to participate in
c harity work, but also to exercise their right in determining gov
ernment.legislation.

"To counsel grim-visaged war seems hard to

come from women's lips," wrote Mrs. Stant:m, but she added, "better
far that the bones of o
. ur sires and sons whiten every Southern
i erty sh ould p 1ead no more for man. 11
p1 ain
. . • • than that l'b

192

Mrs. Stanton and Susan followed this appeal with a "Call" for
a national women's convention.

Feeling that the war was essentially

a conflict between freedom and slavery, the women wanted northern
women to take a definite stand for freedom.
191

Flexner, p. 10 9.

192
Anthony, p.

167.
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In nursing the sick and wounded, knitting socks, scrap
ing lint, and making jellies, the bravest and best may
weary if thoughts mount not in faith to something beyond
and above it all. . . . A grand idea, such as freedom .
is needful to kindle and sustain the fires of high en
thusiasm. 193
The Women's National Convention on the War met May 14, 1863,
at the Church of the Puritans.
church.

Hundreds of women crowded into the

Miss Anthony opened the meeting by reading the "Call."

Her ensuing address, the main speech of the day, constituted a plea
for universal emancipation.

She urged her audience to "forget con

ventionalisms; forget what the world will say" and get out and work
194
an d the rig
for Justice
.
.
. ht.

The following day (May 15) the women held a second meeting to
perfect the organization of the Women's Loyal League.

Both Miss

Anthony and Mrs. Stanton stated that they would not pledge uncon
ditional loyalty to the government, being loyal only to "freedom
and humanity."

Since the other women concurred in this resolution,

the League's formal pledge read as follows:
We, the loyal women of the nation .
hereby pledge
ourselves one to another in a Loyal League, to give
support to the government in so far as it makes a war
for freedom. 195
The abolitionist-tinged convention further pledged to collect a mil
lion signatures to a petition asking Congress to pass the Thirteenth
Amendment.

The meeting closed with the election of Mrs. Stanton as

president of the League and Susan, secretary.
By the end of May the two women had opened a small office in
Cooper Union, and for fifteen months they labored to get signatures
193

Ibid., p. 168.

194
Ibid.

195Ibid.
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for their petition.

Mrs. Stanton sent a continuous stream of let

ters to women's groups as far away as Michigan, Wisconsin, and California.

Miss Anthony supervised the work of some two thousand men,

women, and children who actually circulated the petitions.

196

One million signatures would have meant the names of one-twen
tieth of the population of the riorthern states--what Eleanor Flexner

197
rightly terms an impossible goal.

Yet by February, 1864, the

women had 100,000 names for Senator Sumner to present to Congress,
198
and by August they had gathered nearly 400,000.

A project of such size and scope involved much expense.

To

Miss Anthony fell the task of raising the necessary funds to offset
such expenses as rent, hired clerks, postage, and printing.

She

realized a small·profit from a series of lectures she gave at Cooper
Union, and Henry Ward Beecher's church donated one Sunday's collec
tion amounting to two hundred dollars.

The most successful finan

cial scheme Miss Anthony devised was charging one cent "for the
privilege" of signing the petition.

The pennies she collected

amounted to three thousand dollars.

So efficiently did she manage

the League's finances that, when she closed her office at the end
of the war, the total amount outstanding was $4.72, a debt she her

199
self paid.

Summary of Women's Role
During the war women manifested their patriotic spirit in many
ways.

The women in New York City were probably better organized in

196
Flexner, p. 110.
197Ibid., p. 111.

198
. Anthony, p. 169.
199Ibid., p. 170.
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their work than many other northern groups, but their activity was
very similar to efforts throughout the North.

In everything women

did during the war they set a precedent, for never before had women
participated to such an extent in war relief.

When one considers

the "newness" of women's role, then he cannot help_ being amazed at
the overall efficiency and success of their work.

PART III

SIGNIFICANCE OF WOMEN'S RELIEF WORK

CHAPTER IX
EFFECT ON WOMEN'S STATUS

The end of slaughter and human sacrifice came in 1865.

The

reaction of New York City to the news of Lee's surrender was mass
celebration.

Whereas enthusiastic and patriotic display had attended

the preparations for war in 1861, four years later the demonstrators
evinced relief and thanksgiving.

Georgeanna Woolsey and her mother

witnessed the celebration in Wall Street and were deeply moved by
the spirit of the crowd.
We took a Fulton Street omnibus, which was entirely empty
but for ourselves and drove down to the neighborhood of
the Custom House. As we came near the streets were more
and more blocked, thousands and thousands of men standing,
crowding upon each other. . . • As the omnibus came to a
stand, not able to move a step further, they were singing
as if their hearts would burst:
Praise
Praise
Praise
Praise

God from whom all blessings flow,
Him, all creatures here below;
Him above, ye heavenly host,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

A young man, half fainting with fatigue, threw himself
200
into the omnibus, saying, "They have been at it for hours."
Spur to Philanthropic Activity
The end of the war did not mean the end of philanthropic effort
on the part of many women.
one example.

Louisa Lee Schuyler's postwar career was

The strain of her work with the Women's Central almost

ruined her health, but by 1872 she had recovered sufficiently to
200
· Dannett, p. 354.
87

88
organize a new attack on suffering and disease.

She founded the New

York State Charities Aid Association, which she headed for the next
fifty years.

In 1874 she helped establish the first nurses training

school in America at Bellevue Hospital.

The climax of her career

came in 1923 when she was awarded the Roosevelt medal for her contrito nursing
and socia
. 1 work.
b utions
.
.

201

Women learned much about the meaning of philanthropy through
their war work.

From the beginning their work was imbued with a

warmth toward the soldiers.

However, at first their efforts were

provincial in nature; their concern was for their relatives or the
boy next door.

Eventually women began to realize that they could

not limit benevolence to township or state, or even to one side.

By

the time the war ended, they were ready to accept the idea that hu
manitarian work has no boundaries.

Women like Clara Barton began to

extend their efforts along international lines, and the result was
such organizations as the Red Cross.
Increased Professional Opportunity
Women's relief efforts during the war had practical benefit for
themselves as well as for society.

In the first place their organi

zation of relief societies and their administration of supply collec
tion taught them valuable lessons in business procedure.

Through

their work they established contact with business and professional
leaders and impressed these men with their aptitude for management
and finance.

After the war such business schools as the Packard Com

mercial School in New York City offered admission to women as well
201Greenbie, p. 204.

89
Matthew Vassar, a Poughkeepsie brewer whom local women had

as men.

induced to contribute substantially to army relief efforts, estab
lished Vassar College for women's educational advancement.
The most significant professional advance made by women during
the war was in nursing.

Women's presence in hospitals was not only

a novelty, but a significant event in American social history.

The

estimated 3,200 women tliat labored in army hospitals and camps were
amateurs at their profession and made mistakes, but their work awak
ened the country to the need for nursing and an organized program of
nurses training.

Shortly after the war a nursing bureau was set up

in Washington and schools for nurses were established in large

. .
202
northern c1.t1.es.

Two-fold Significance
Women's most significant gains were social and psychological.
On the one hand, women moved from a position of dependence to one

.
. themse 1 ves. 203
of freedom; on the other, th ey ga1.ned conf'd
1. ence 1.n
Before the war women were not trusted to make decisions or act for
themselves.
shielded.

Men felt women must be protected, chaperoned, or
A woman should not appear in public places without her

husband and never with another man.

Law courts, the lecture plat

form, and the theater were closed to women who wished to remain
respected,
The war did not bring women complete emancipation.

But it did

shake the ancient beliefs in women's moral and intellectual frailties
202

Maxwell, p. 69.

203
Young, pp. 349-350.

90
and impress men with women's business and professional abilities,
Agatha Young states that the change was basically the transfer of
women, in the minds of men, "from the category of the protected to
the category of the free,

,.204

In the process of winning the confidence of pt;:hers, women
gained confidence in themselves,

The woman's rights movement re

sumed, but its character and purpose had changed,

Women were not

as concerned about reforming property and guardianship laws as they
were about altering working conditions and gaining the vote.

They

had established themselves as a social force; the next step was to
assert their economic and political rights.
How meaningful or penetrating were these changes in women's
status?

Agatha Young concludes:

''Nor was it merely a few gifted

women who emerged from the war with increased stature and greater
freedom, for the benefits accrued to the whole generation whether

205
or not they were capable as individuals of making use of them.

204
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205
rbid., p. 350.

APPENDICES

APPENDIX I
''An Appeal' '0'<
"To the women of New York and especially to those already en
gaged in preparing against the time of wounds and .sickness in the
Army.
"The importance of systematizing and concentrating the spontan
eous and earnest efforts now making by the women of New York, for the
supply of extra medical aid to our Army through its present campaign,
must be obvious to all reflecting persons.

Numerous Societies, work�

ing without concert, organization or head,--without any direct under
standing with the official authorities,--without any positive instruc
tions as to the immediate or future wants of the Army,--are liable to
waste their enthusiasm in disproportionate efforts, to overlook some
claims and overdo others, while they give unnecessary trouble in of
ficial quarters, by the variety arid irregularity of their proffers
o f help or their inquiries for guidance.
"As no existing organization has a right to claim precedence
over any other, or could properly assume to lead in this noble cause,
where all desire to be first, it is proposed by the undersigned,
members of various circles now actively engaged in this work, that
the women of New York should meet in the Cooper Institute, on Monday
next at 11 o'clock A.M., to confer together, and to appoint a General
Committee, with power to organize the benevolent purposes of all into
a common movement.
�'<Times, April 28, 1861, ·p. 8, col. 6.
92

�

"To make the meeting practical and effective, it seems proper
here to set forth briefly the �bject5 that should be kept in view.
The form which woman's benevolenc,= has already taken, and is likely
to take, in the present crisis, is, first, the contribution of labor,
s kill and money in the preparation of lint, bandages, and other
stores, in aid of the wants of the Medical Staff; second, the offer
of personal service as nurses.
"In regard to the first, it is important to obtain and dissemi
nate exact official information as to the·nature and variety of the
wants of the Army; to give proper direction and pr,oportion to the
labor expected, so as to avoid superfluity in some things and defi
ciency in others; and to this end, to come to a careful and thorough
understanding with the official head of the Medical Staff, through a
Committee having this department in hand.

To this Committee should

be assigned the duty of conferring with other associations in other
parts of the country, and especially, through the Press, to keep the
women of the loyal States everywhere informed how their efforts may
be most wisely and economically employed, and their contributions of
all kinds most directly concentrated at New York and put at the
service of the Medical Staff.

A central depot would, of course, be

the first thing to be desired.
"In regard to the second form of benevolence--the offer of per
sonal service as nurses--it is felt that the public mind needs much
enlightenment, and the overflowing zeal and sympathy of the women of
the nation, a careful channel, not only to prevent waste of time and

93
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effort, but to save embarrassment to the official staff, and to se
cure real efficiency in the service.

Should our unhappy war be con

tinued, the army is certain to want the services of extra nurses,
not merely on account of the casualties of the field, but of the
camp diseases originating in the exposure of the soldiery to a strange
The result of all the exper

climate and to unaccustomed hardships.

ience of the Crimean war has been to prove the total uselessness of
any but picked and skilled women in this department of duty.

The

ardor and zeal of all other women should therefore be concentrated
upon finding, preparing and sending, bands of women, of suitable age,
constitution, training and temperament, to the army, at such points
and at such times as they are asked for by the Medical Staff.
"A central organization is wanted, therefore, to which all
those desiring to go as nurses may be referred, where a Corrnnittee
of Examiners, partly medical and partly otherwise, may at once de
cide upon the fitness of the candidate.

Those accepted, should then

at once be put under competent instruction and discipline--(for which
it is understood a thorough school will be opened at once by the
Medical Faculty of the City,) and as occasion offers, the best pre
pared, in successive order, be sent, under proper escort, to the
scene of war, as t
. hey are wanted.
"It is felt that all who want to go, and are fitted to go,
should have in their turn a fair chance to do so, and are not un
l ikely to be wanted sooner or later.
many poor.

Of these many may be rich and

Some may wish to go at their )Wn charges, and others

95
will require to be aided as to their expenses, and still others, for
the loss of their time.

But the best nurses should be sent, irre

spective of these distinctions--as only the best are economical on
any terms.
"It will at once appear that without a central organization,
with proper authority, there can be no efficiency, system, or disci
pline in this important matter of nurses--and there can be no or
ganization, to which a cheerful submission will be paid, except it
originate in the common will and becom e the genuine representative
of all the women of New York, and of all the existing associations
having this kind of aid in view.
"It is obvious that such an organization will require generous
contributions, and that all the women of New York and of the country,
not otherwise lending aid, will have a direct opportunity of giving
support to the object so near their hearts, through the Treasury of
this common organization.
"To consider this matter deliberately, and to take such common
action as may then appear wise, we earnestly invite the women of New
York, and the Pastors of the Churches, with such medical advisers as
may be specially invited, to assemble for counsel and action, at the
Cooper Institute, on Monday morning next, at eleven o'clock."
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APPENDIX III

Author's Note:

Only those passages that are relevant to the work of

the Sanitary Commission at Gettysburg are reproduced below.

The

underlined captions appearing in the text are mine and are intended
to further clarify the major points of the article.

"Three Weeks at Gettysburg"�·�
Georgeanna Woolsey
Setting up the work.
first:

"This is the way the thing was managed at

The surgeons left in care of the wounded three or four

miles out from the town, went up and down among the men in the morn
ing, and said, 'Any of you boys who can make your way to the cars
can go to Baltimore.'

So off start all who think they feel well

enough; anything better than the 'hospitals', so called, for the
first few days after a battle.

Once the men have the surgeons' per-·

mission to go, they are off; and there may be an interval of a day,
or two days, should any of them be too weak to reach the train in
time, during which these poor fellows belong to no one,--the hospi
tal at one end, the railroad at the other,--with far more than a
chance of falling through between the two.

The Sanitary Commission

knew this would be so of necessity, and coming in, made a connecting
link between these two ends.
"For the first few days the worst cases only came down in am
bulances from the hospitals; hundreds of fellows hobbled along as
*Brockett, pp. 329-341.
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and
best they could in heat and dust, for hours, slowly toiling;
t
many hired farmers' wagons, as hard as the farmers' fists themselves,
a nd were jolted down to the railroad, at three or four dollars the
man.

Think of the disappointment of a soldier, sick, body and heart,

to find, at the end of this miserable journey, that his effort to
g�t away, into which he had put all his remaining stock of strength,
was useless; that 'the cars had gone,' or ' the cars were full;'
that while he was coming others had stepped down before him, and
that he must turn all the weary way back again, or sleep on the road
side till the next train 'tomorrow!'

Think what this would have been,

and you are ready to appreciate the relief and comfort that was.
men were turned back.

No

You fed and yo� sheltered them just when no

one else could have done so; and out o:.:- ,.. ·:,e boxes and barrels of
good and nourishing things, which you �c.,,p-�e 3::_ home had supplied,
we took all that was needed.

".'-\.s s::ion as the men hobbled up to the tents, goo,. · .c,t ,oup was
given all round; and :: ..L-c over, their wounds were dressed, - ·-:.. or the
gro t::.e_2 • .Jf the Corrnnission are cooks or surgeons, as occasion demands, -·-5.t.d, finally, with their blankets spread over the straw, the
men s-c:c<:,c2hed chemselves out and were : :•.ppy and contented till morning, and the next train.
"On the day that the railroad bridge was repai:
to the depot, close ::, ';, the town, and had things i
first-rate camping-g:::-ound, in a large field direcc

:ec-c order; a
-:,y the track,
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with unlimited supply of delicious cool water.

Here we stt up two

stoves, with four large boilers, always kept full of soup and cof
fee, watched by four or five b_ack men, who did the cooking, under
our direction, and sang, no·c u:-.der our direction, at the top of
their voices all day,-' Oh darkies. hab you ::.e...::ci my Massa?
When this cruel war .'.:.s over. '
Then we had thr�e

arge hospital tents, holding about thircy-five

each, a large camp-meeting supply tent, where barrels of goods were
stored, and o-..1r own smalL::.r tern:, fitted up with tables, where jelly-pots, and bottles of all kinds of good syrups, blackberry and
black curra.r.t, s�,;,)C in rows.

Barrels we1e r&ngcd round the tent

walls; shirts, drawers, dressing-gowns, socks, '" .. s�ippers (I wish
we had more of the latter), rags and bandages, eac ., ::.£�

c

.

own place

on one side; on the other, boxes of tea, coffee, soft cra_Ke�s,
tamarinds, cherry brandy, etc.

Over the kitchen, and over tr��s

small supply-tent, we women rather reigned, and filled up our wants
by requisition on the Commission's depot.

By this time there had

arrivec :__ 'de 2.'2.gat:-..o�,' of just the right kind from Canandaigua, New
York, '.r� n surgeons' dressers and attends.nts, brir-.ging a first-rate
supp-/ of necessities and comforts for :r1E. ,,0-10.dc:<..,

, ·•icr:. they

handE:d -:.·,ver to the Commission.
Daily L)Utine.

"Twice a day the trains left for 3altimore or Har

risburg, and twice a day we fed all the wounded who arrived for
them.

Things ,,,..::re systematized now, and the men came down in long

ambulance trains t:.� the cars; baggage-cars they were, filled with

100
straw for the wounded to lie on, and broken open at eithe"j:" end to
let in the air.

A Governme�L surgeon was always present to attend

to the careful lifting of che soldiers from ambulance to car.

Many

of the men could get &l...ng ·,·cry nicely, holding one foot up, and
taking great jumps on their crucches.

"When the surgeons had the wounded all placed, with as much com
fort as seemed ?o::-sible L�.aer the circu.nst:.:.1:.,ces, on board the train,
our detail of .n2n w0uld go from car tG :..::ir, w-ich so p made of beef
stock or fresn meat, full of potatoes, Lurnips, cabbage, �...d rice,
with fresh brec..,_ a.1u coff2e, and, when stimulants were nE:t '-"d, with
ale, milk-punch, or brandy . . . • I do not think that a ma� �- the
sixteen thousand who were transported during our stay, went from Get
tysburg wichout a good meal.

Rebels and Unionists together, they

all had it, and were pleased and satisfied.

'Have you friends in

the army, madam?' a rebel soldier·, lying on the floor of the car,
said to me, as I gave him some milk.
staff.'

'I thoughc so, ma'am.

'Yes, r.1:,, b:r.::,':.'.1e:� is on____ 's

You can always cell; "\·,,L!. people are

good to soldiers they are sure to have friends in the a�1..11.
rebels, yc-u k-:1oiv, ma' am,' said another.
It was strange

[0

'

'We are

'Do you treat rebels so?'

see the good brotherly feeling come over the sol-

diers, our owr a:1.d the rebels, when side by side they lay in our
tents.
it?

'Hullo, ..,

.:,

:

this is the pleasantest way to meet, isn't

We are better friends when we are as close as this than a lit

tle farther off.'

Anc then they would go over the battles together,

'We were here,' and ', :u were there,' in the friendliest way.
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"After each train of cars daily, for the three weeksl we were in
Gettysburg, trains of ambulances arrived too late--men who must spend
the day with us until the five :?.M. cars went, and men too late for
the five P.M. train, who must spend the night till the ten A.M. cars
went.

All the men who came in this way, under our own immediate and

particular attention, were given the best we had of care and food.
The surgeon in charge of o�r camp, with his most faithful dresser
and attendants, looked after all their wounds, which were of�en in
a shocking state, particu�arly among the rebels.

Every evening and

m orning they were dressed.

"After the men's wounds were attended to, we went round giving
them clean clothes; had basins and soap and towei.::., ,nd followed
these with socks, slippers, shirts, drawers, c1-nd th� .
ing-gowns.

Such pride as they felt in them!

...:oveted dress-

comparing -.:olors, and

smiling all over as they lay in clean and comfortable rou�
for supper,--'on dress parade', they used to say.

ready

And then the

milk, particularly if it were boiled and had a little whisky and
s ugar, and the bread, with butter on it, and jelly on the butter: how
good it all w2.s, and how lucky we felt ourselves in '.1aving the im
mense satisfaction of distributing these thir,6s, wL.:.c..-, all of you,
hard at work in vil'_ages, and cities, were getting ready and sending
off, in faith.
"We varied our d ::.nners with custard a-.,.,:;, baked rice puddings,
scrambled eggs, cod:::.sh hash, corn-starch, a.r..d always as much soft
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bread, tea, coffee, or milk as .:hey wanted.

Two Massachui5etts boys

I especially remember for the satisfaction with which they ate their
pudding.

I carried a second plateful up to the cars, after they had

been put in, and fed one of them till he was sure he had had enough.
Young fellows they were, lying side by side, one with a right and
one with a left arm gone.
Attitudes of people of Gectysburg.

"The Gettysburg women were kind

and faichful to the wounded and their friends, and tne cown was full
t o overflowing of boi:h.

T:ie first day, when Mrs. ____ and I reached

the place, we literally begged our bread from door to door; but the
kind woman who at last gave us dinner would take no pay for it.

'No,

ma'am, I shouldn't wish to have that sin on my soul when the war is
over.'

She, as well as others, had fed the strangers flocking into

t own daily, sometimes over fifty of them for each meal, and all for
love and nothing for reward; and one night we forced a reluctant con
fession from our hostess that she' was meaning to sleep on the floor
that we might have a bed, her whole house being full.

Of course we

couldn't allow this self-sacrifice, and hunted up some ocher place
to stay in.

We did her no good, however, for we afterwards found

that the bed was given up that night to some other stranger who arrived late and tired:

'An old lady, you know; and I couldn't let

an old lady sleep on the floor.'

Such acts of kindness and self

d enial were almost entirely confined to the women.
'?ew good things can be said of the Gettysburg farmers, and I
only use Scripture language in calling them 'evil beasts.'

One of

103
this kind came creeping into our camp three weeks after tpe battle.
He lived five miles only from the town, and had 'never seen a rebel.'
He heard we had some of them, and had come down to see them.

'Boys,'

we said,--marching him into the tent which happened to be full of
rebels that day, waiting for the train,--'Boys, here's a man who never
saw a rebel in his life, and we. ts to look at you;' and there he
stood with his mouth wide open,and there they lay in rows, laughing
at him, stupid old Dutchman.
Mrs.

'And why haven't you seen a rebel?'

said; 'why didn't you take your gun and help to drive

them out of your town?'

'A feller might'er got hic!'--which reply

was quite too much for the rebels; they roared with laughter at him,
up and down the cent.
"The streets of Gettysburg were filled with the battle.

People

thought and talked of nothing else; even the <=:hildren showed their
little spites by calling to each other, 'Here, you rebel;' and mere
scraps of boys amused themselves with percussion-caps and hammers.
Hundreds of old muskets were piled on the pavemenca, the men who
s houldered them a week before, lying u:iderground now, or helping to
fill the long trains of ambulances on their way from the field.

The

private houses of the town were, many of them, hospitals; the little
red flags hung from the upper windows.

Beside our own men at the

Lodge, we all had soldiers scattered about whom we could help from
our supplies; and nice little puddings and jellies, or an occasional
chicken, were a. great treat to men condemned by their wounds to stay
in Gettysburg, a�d obliged to live on what the empty town could pro-
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vide. . • . Besides such as these, we occasionally carriedI from our
supplies something to the churches, whic h were filled with sick and
wounded, and where men were dyi:cg,--men whose strong patience it
was very hard to bear,--dying with thoughts of the oid home far away,
saying, as last words, for the women watching there and waiting with
a patience equal in its strength,

1

Tell her I love·her.

1

·'For this temporary sheltering and feeding of all these

Summary.

wounded men, Government could make no provision.

There was nothing

for them, if too late for the cars, except the open field and hJnger,
in preparation for their fatiguing journey.

It is expected when the

cars are ready that the men \vill be promptly sent to meet them, and
Government cannot provide for mistakes and delays; so that, but for
the Sanitary Commission 1 s Lodge and comfortable supplies, for which
the wounded are indebted to the hard workers at .1ome, men badly hurt
must have suffered night and day, while waiting for the

1

next train.'

We had on an avera2:::.. sixty of such men each night for three weeks

.

under our care,--sometimes one hundred, sometimes only thirty; and
with the

1

delegation,

1

and the help of other gentlemen volunteers,

who all worked devotedly for the men, the whole thing was a great
success, and you and all of us can 1 t help being thankful that we had
a share, however small, in making it so.

Sixteen thousand good

meals were given; hundreds of men kept through the day, and twelve
hundred sheltered at night, their wounds dressed, their supper and
breakfast secured--rebels and all.
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"Our three weeks were coming to an end; the work of transport
ing the wounded was nearly over; twice daily we had filled and emp
tied our tents, and twice fed the trains before the long journey.

"Four thousand soldiers, too badly hurt to be moved, were still
left in Gettysburg, cared for kindly and well at the large; new Gov
ernment hospL:al, with a Sanitary Commission ati:achment.
"Our work was over, our tents were struck, and we came away
after a fluorish of trumpets from two military bands who filed .:!own
to our door, and gave us a farewell 'Red, white, and blue.'

11
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